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Tonight, see Las Vegas most Spectacular production.
The all new 1978 edition of the Folies Bergere.
Breathtaking, beautiful women and costumes.
Sets that have to be seen to be believed.
All this plus singers, dancers, specialty acts and cast of one hundred.
The dinner show begins at 8 pm,the cocktail show at midnight.
For reservations call 739-2411.

Folies Bergere 79
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BACKGAMMON

A

MERICA

STATE and CITY CLUBS
ALASKA

Backgammon Associstion of Alaska . . ... ...

ARIZONA
Scottsdale
S le Bridge & B
CALIFORNIA

4

' Campbell Bridge & Backgammon Studio . . . .
Del Mar

DIRECTOR

Errol Simmons

Club . . ..... Ralph Yencer

« + « Martin Miller

+ + « « Hugh Nutter

Cavendish West . . . ... ... o W s
. . Sid Jackson

Montebello
Boris Kirakissian

Pacific Grove
Backgammon Central

Redondo
DY BOINS . oo a o nio 00w s uns o s b
San Francisco

GombR. ox o viiim ainiae cesenn csewros

Solana Beach
Bridge&Pips . . . ... .......... emesasens Bob Jacobs

CANADA

Alberta

Calgary Backgammon Club
.Onuvlo

HamiltonSquashClub . . . ... ............ Ernie Geissel

COLORADO

Boulder

Rocky Mountain Backgammon Club . . . . ... . via

Denver

Denver-Boulder Backgammon Association

CONNECTICUT

Westport

Backgammon League

FLORIDA

Ft. Lauderdale

Lauderdale Backgammon Club . . . . .. .. oI & BNNW @ Wie w8 G
Hallandale
World Back
Jacksonville
Jacksonville Backgammon Club . . . ... .....
Miami

JOORBYCIIB ... ¢ « s:c 0 o 0is s 55w n s s Ese e Vivian Kroner

Club of Hall

GEORGIA

Albany
Sheraton Inn

Atlanta
American Backgammon Company . . . . . .. ... ..ot

Atlanta Backgammon Society Craig Tyndall
Gammons . .....oc0vsi00 . Arlene Wasserman
Georgia B B . Craig Tyndall
Harrison’s on Peach Tree . Frank Genzianelli
YIS s .. awh e S NATES ST SRR Craig Tyndall
Augusta

DI PRYS = o5 6050 pRiora s wom Sadwmas oo Debi Fry
B T s 5 o wes &0 Wi Va5 e E E R b Dan Barnett
Macon

NGO BN 5.5, 5 5 .56 i & Bdue v wmieiel @ @SIe%e Gary Freeman
Yesterdays . .. ........ RBR B R i B RSB John Bailey

Bill Forehand Jr.
Sam Agee

@ ~ssociaTe cLuss

HAWAII NEW YORK
Honolulu Brooklyn
Hawaii Players’ A d 9! Back Parlor of Brooklyn . . . ...... Mindy Unterman
Honolulu Backgammon Club . . . ... ... . . . Greg Blotsky Buffalo
ILLINOIS Festival BackgammonClub . . .. ... ... ..... Jerry Nathan
Arlington Heights _ Carle Place
.Arﬁngton Backgammon ClubLTD . . . ... ..... Serges Sargis North Shore Backgammon Club . . ... ...... Steve Kurzban
.Camondlll Flushing
'Southern lllinois University Backgammon Club . Jordan Gold Five Towns Backgammon . . . . ... ........ Edward Gray
New York City
Chicago Bar Point House of Backgammon . . . . .. ...... Steve Carr
Backgammon ClubofChicago . . . ... ....... Mayfair Club 5 o1 6
Malibu East Backgammon Club . . . cees Park 65 BackgammonClub . . . ... ......... Tim Holland
TheNorthClub. . . . ... ...vcevveeenn
OHIO
Northbrook Toledo
National Backgammon League . . .. .. +« + v« » Pt Rottmen Toledo Backgammon Association . . ... ....... Mike Julius
Skokie
House of Backgammon . . . . . IdaWeil and Phelicia Krakow gm-_ANOMA
INDIANA Pl Rkt Tulsa Backgammon Society . . . . .. ........ W.W. Michaels
Hoosier BackgammonCiub . .. . ... ....... alph Roberts OREGON
IOWA Portland
'Cﬂ" Rapids o regon Back Players’ Association . . . .. Norm Hunter
lowa Backgammon Association . . . . . ... ... .. Tom Owens GameGalaXy . . .. oo e nenasnns Mozafar Behrooznia
KENTUCKY PENNSYLVANIA
St. M“Ml hiladelphia
Louisville Backgammon Club . . . . ... ... .. Larry Strasberg avendish of Philadelphia . . . . . ....... Mae & Fred Block
LOUISIANA Pittsburgh
New Orleans P g Association . . ....... John Hunter
New Orleans Backgammon Club . . . .. ... .. Joanne Ippolito RHODE ISLAND
MARYLAND Newport
Baltimore Newport BackgammonClub . . . .. ... ... Robert Howayeck
Back Club of Balti e es s Patty Hoyman Providence
Rhode Island Backgammon Players Assn. . . . . Michael Passarelli
MASSACHUSETTES g‘l'JTFN DAhK.OTA
Brookline e Fourc:
Cavendish Club of BOSION . . . . . . . ... ... Joseph Krueger .Blmk Hills BackgammonClub . . .. ........ Rod Woodruff
Cambridge TEXAS
New England Backgammon Club . . . . . . Francesca Parkinson S
MEXICO Lone Star Chouette Steve Thayer
ClubA2UlyBONGO . . ¢ <« oo 5 0o s waovevee Jaime Abadi gmu;;oa-mm . . . Ed Murph
Mexican Backgammon Club . . . .. ... Nicolas Sanchez-Osorio ,r":')_ ap Yo Faviiins
MICHIGAN Mouston
Flint Bayou Backgammon Club
Studio 416 . . ... ... ... S B R A Carol Cole Ruby Behonias . . . ........
hiield Texas Backgammon Association
avendishNorth . . .................. BobCisffone VERMONT
MINNESOTA Manchester Center
.Dululh . Vermont Backgammon Club . . . .. .. ..... .. Guy Thomas
Duluth Backgammon Club . . . . ... .. ... .. Ray Boisjoli Waitsfield
St. Paul Green Mountain Backgammon Club . . . . . . .. David Milstone
P i _ [ ¥
Backgammon Club of St. Paul & o0 VIRGIN 16LANDS
MISSOURI
g forimat @5: Thome: Back Club Vernon Ball
.s:. Louis BackgammonClub . . .. .......... Phil Dunlop t. Thomas Backgammon Clu ernon Be
Kansas City VIRGINIA
Backgammon Club of KansasCity . . . ... ..... Hal Magariel Richmond
NEBRASKA Richmond Backgammon Club Richard Murad

Thunder Bay Backgammon Association Rita Zandette

Omaha
.Omm BackgammonClub . . . . .. ........ Carolyn Caniglia

NEVADA WASHINGTON

Las Vegas ’ .g' tie .

Las Vegas Backgammon Club, Inc. . . . . . . .. Michael Maxakuli acific Northwest Backgammon Association . . . . . . . Ted Barr
Reno WASHINGTON, D.C.

Northern Nevada B Association . . ... Bill O'Brien DupontCircleClub . . . .................. Ted Bell
NEW JERSEY WISCONSIN

Cherry Hill .Mllw.ukn

Wood. C.C. Back Assn . Frederick Thompson DuelingOaksPub . . .. .............. Merrill Schrager
Livingston JohnHawk'sPub . . . ... ... ............. Bob Bell
Essex County Backgammon Center . . . ... ... Eileen Brenner WYOMING

West Patterson i Jackson

New Jersey Backgammon Association . . . . ... .. Dan Caverly Jackson Hole Backgammon Club . . . . . . ... .. John Sherman

(1f your club is not listed

please contact the Las Vegas Backgammon Club)
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SUMMER
TOURNAMENTS

DATE TOURNAMENT LOCATION DIRECTOR
May 18 - 20 Costa Smeralda Championship Sardinia, Italy Robert Perry
May 19 - 20 Texas Backgammon Association Dallas, Texas Jim Howe
June 1-3 The California Open Los Angeles, California Sid Jackson
June 1-3 [talian Championship Lake Como, Italy Robert Perry
June 23 Pipmaster’s Open Portland, Oregon R.S. Kolemaine
June 23 - 24 Texas Backgammon Association Houston, Texas Jim Howe
July 9 - 15 Merit World Championships Monte Carlo Lewis Deyong
July 21- 22 Texas Backgammon Association Dallas, Texas Jim Howe
Aug 20-26 Ist International Backgammon

Championship of Puerto Rico Puerto Rico Lesvia Guerra

OPEN 24 HOURS
(702) 736-0668
DISCO AT

‘D@i‘BS

Speakensy &’ Restauront

ON LAS VEGAS STRIP
4377 LAS VEGAS BLVD. SO. Frank Meranto, Jr.

Your Host
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BACKGAMMON needs spon-
sor dollars! The new-found success
of many sporting events in America
has been attributed to support
they are receiving from advertisers.
Since new laws have limited cigar-
ette and liquor advertising, these
companies have had to find new
outlets for their advertising dollars.
The windfall went to tennis, box-
ing, golf and other waning sports.
Suddenly, tennis players were
playing for the largest purses in
the world.

Predictions of the popularity of
certain sports became self-fulfill-
ing. The more money sponsors
threw in, the more people became
interested. The more people that
became interested, the more the
sponsor was willing to spend.

Promoters had very little trouble
finding sponsors. Actually, adver-
tisers began to bid and vie to spon-
sor them. So what happened to
backgammon? While esoteric and
inane events like wrist-wrestling
readily found sponsors, backgam-
mon with 40 million players in
America, got nothing!

Backgammon, therefore, is stuck
in an inbred situation. We depend
on each other to pass the word
and go into each other’s pockets
to sweeten the pots at tournaments.
This makes tournament conditions
less and less attractive to players.
We must escape from this trap.

The answer is to promote a pa-
tron for backgammon. In the past,
those approaching major sponsors
have been told that backgammon
was not good for the image of their
product because of the gambling
connotation.

This is no longer a good argu-
ment since nearly a third of Amer-

PATRONS FOR O

EDITORIAL

ica plays backgammon. It has been

proven that the majority of well-
educated and upper income Amer-
icans are interested in the game.
This makes it ideal for a company
looking to sell a product appealing
to the more sophisticated
customer.

Sponsors have told us we are
asking for too much money and
for not enough money — that
backgammon players don’t spend
— that they don’t drink — that they
don’t pay attention — and that
they are not supportive of back-
gammon events.

All the figures available tell us
different — 800 people in the
World Amateur Tournament in
Las Vegas, 2130 players in the
Philip Morris/Daily Mail British
Amateur Championships, and 1000
players in the Rhode Island
Regionals.

While more and more manufac-
turers are rushing to meet an ever-
growing demand for backgammon
equipment and computer back-
gammon games, advertisers are tell-
ing us that it is a fad.

Backgammon is not a fad. We
are strong without a sponsor. We
are loosely, but well organized.
We raise money for charities. We
generate vast publicity. And, we
keep growing and growing.

Some smart executive will soon-
er or later make a decision to have
his company sponsor backgammon
events and all will herald him as a
visionary. In the meantime, we
have to struggle without support
while advertising bigwigs amuse
themselves sponsoring log-rolling
events.

But backgammon will survive

UR ARIT

and prosper. Eventually advertis-
ers will clamor to sponsor our
events. We are a vast untapped
market. We are bound to find
a sponsoring ‘“angel”.

There are 40 million people in
our P.R. Department. When we do
find a patron, that most exciting,
long-awaited Golden Age of Back-

gammon will be at hand. P
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NOTI:: Between issues of the magazine,
we receive hundreds of calls and letters
with questions on anything and every-
thing about backgammon.

The majority of the time the inquir-

ies are routine and the answer is not of

general interest. “The Third Degree”
section of the magazine has been de-
signed to deal with those questions and
answers that are of interest to all of our
readers,

The review of the Backgammon
Quiz Book in the last issue of the
magazine was disappointing. Isn’t
it true that at $2.50 this book rep-
resents the cheapest backgammon
lesson one can find?

The review was written by W.M.
Bacon and reprinted from the Az-
lantic Backgammon Newsletter.
Personally, we have found several
technical errors but, on the whole,
the quizzes in the book are accu-
rate and challenging. Prince Joli
Kansil does choose many passive
plays to avoid gammons. Many fine
players are beginning to feel that
avoiding the gammon at any cost
is a desirable goal. We think that
this is a reflection of habits learn-
ed during tournament play.

What or who is the American Back-
gammon Players Association?

It is or he is (213) 396-4551.

LVBC 6

Is it true that the World Amateur
Tournament will be held elsewhere
this year?

An alternate site to Las Vegas
was never considered according to
promoter Henry Wattson. But, bids
from other hotels were entertained.
The bottom line is that it will again
be held at the Dunes. The tentative
dates are November 28 to Decem-
ber 2. The tournament this year
will include a $25,000 guaranteed
beginners tournament and no
championship section.

In your “Publish or Perish’’ article
a few issues back you mentioned
several backgammon magazines
that I can’t find. Who has them?

Unfortunately, no one is rushing
to press with anything. The WBC
Magazine hasn’t been published in
3 years. The Phillip Morris Inter-
national magazine hasn’t been
seen since last summer. The Gam-
mon enterprise still has failed to
deliver. The IBA has fortunately
been putting out a reduced version.
But that’s all there is. It costs mon-
ey and time to put out news and
there are few willing to do it for
the love of backgammon.

Is it true that there is a new super
private, super elite backgammon
club in New York?

TRUE. We visited that particular
club in N.Y. called Park 65 Back-
gammon Club Ltd. It is the first
time we felt nervous walking into
a backgammon club. We were greet-
ed by the director, Angelo Nunez,
a pleasant attentive man with all
the elegance and arrogance of a
maitre ’d. He explained to us that
Jim Jacobson and Tim Holland
had decided it was time for a high
society backgammon club where
social players could meet and be
safe from the preying mini-hustler.
From what we could see, they have
succeeded. While we visited, there
was an endless parade of fashion-
able upper crust types. The atmos-
phere was subdued and dignified.
The ambiance was classical and
polished.

The rules of the club are strin-
ent. Twenty-five dollars is the larg-
est game allowed. In high stake
chouettes, the player in the box
must take a partner. No beavers al-
lowed. Men must wear jackets and
ties at all times. There are two
more pages of similar rules. And
for all this you must pay $1,000
membership fee with 20% service
charge on food and beverage plus
other dues. Of course, the club
guarantees all play up to 50 points.
Frankly, with the kind of luck
we’ve been having lately in the
collection department, PARK 65
sounds like a bargain at that price
even if one has to wear a tie!

NOTE: Time Limit of 45 minutes
per match will be imposed in all
future LVBC Sunday tournaments.
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DICIK ODESSIKY ON GAMING

When a federal jury recently
convicted four men connected with
the big Aladdin Hotel, along with
the hotel corporation, on felony
conspiracy charges, Nevada’s gam-
ing authorities were faced with a
unique problem.

Gaming regulations state that
any individual convicted of a felo-
ny is to have his precious gaming
license suspended until after appeal
proceedings, or revoked.

But, in this case, the jury, in De-
troit, also convicted the corpora-
tion that owns and operates the re-
sort/casino. By following the rules,
that meant that the license for the
entire property should have been
picked up, closing the doors of the
hotel until it was either sold or fol-
lowing a favorable ruling on a court
appeal, which could take a couple
of years.

The State Gaming Commission
and the Gaming Control Board be-
gan some marathon emergency ses-
sions, in an attempt to find a
means to keep the major Strip
property from being locked up.

About 48 hours after the jury
brought in its verdict, the gaming
officials had their own. They would
allow the Aladdin to stay open,
under certain, stringent conditions.
Failure to abide by any of the or-
ders laid down would result in im-
mediate closure of the hotel.

First, the edict declared that
those men convicted on the con-
spiracy charges were to be suspend-
ed from their employment and
were to be barred from the prem-
ises. This was anticipated, even
though one of those found guilty
was the general manager of the
multi-million dollar operation.

Secondly, the four of the six
stockholders in the Aladdin, who
are also officers of the corporation,
were to be immediately relieved of
all duties and they too were to be
kept away from the property.

This included Peter Webbe,
chairman of the board; Richard
Daly, president of the corporation
and the hotel; Sam Diamond, the
card room manager and former
operator of the Aladdin, and Mrs.

Vicki George, a major stockholder.

To replace the heart of the oper-
ation, the gaming authorities dic-
tated that Leo Lewis, a highly re-
spected gaming resort executive
and a whiz as a comptroller, be
placed on the premises, mainly as
an overseer and conservator..

The primary interests of the
State were to see that the hotel re-
mained in operation, while all
funds were well accounted for, to
assure payments of all taxes and
other liabilities. In the casino, the
State placed full-time investigators
and auditors, from the Gaming
Control Board, the enforcement
arm of the gaming authorities, to
assure that no untoward events
occurred.

When the proposal was presented
to the Aladdin’s owners, they had
little choice, but to accept it. Oth-
erwise, their property, valued at
about S100 million, would be out
of business.

Immediately, the sages of the
Strip began predicting a wide as-
sortment of new problems for the
Aladdin, as the result of the revo-
lutionary move by the State auth-
orities. This type of handling of
such a serious situation had never
before been attempted and there
were many who were certain that
it would be a matter of days before
the entire arrangement fell apart.

But, Lewis was already too
busy acquainting himself with the
Aladdin’s inner workings to take
heed of the prophesies of doom
that were shooting out in all
directions.

As well, the emergency brought
St. Louis attorney, Sorkis Webbe,
the hotel’s general counsel out to
Las Vegas on the first available
plane. Webbe, who owns no stock
in the Aladdin, is the brother of
the hotel’s board chairman.

It would be Webbe’s duty to
look out for the interests of the
corporation during the State au-
thorized operation and to work as
closely as possible with Lewis. The
two men, who had never before
met, hit it off immediately and a
great rapport was in evidence,

even under such trying conditions.

While even the most optimistic
observer would have to agree that
a forced situation, such as the one
that now exists, would create some
special problems, the general oper-
ation of the Aladdin has continu-
ed without skipping a beat.

Employees, who had feared
they might be thrown out on the
street because of the felony con-
victions, are feeling far more se-
cure. Vendors and suppliers, who
had visions of non-payment of
their bills for at least many months,
are continuing to receive their pay-
ments on a regular basis.

And, most importantly, guests
in the 800 room resort have been
kept totally oblivious of any prob-
lems. A business as usual atmos-
phere has prevailed, throughout.

The hotel’'s sales department
was beseiged with telephone calls
shortly after the jury verdict was
announced. As a leading conven-
tion hosting property, the Aladdin
has a wide assortment of meetings
and conventions booked on a con-
tinuing basis. All were assured that
any arrangements made would be
fulfilled and that the difficulties
of the corporation would in no
way taint their visits.

The gaming authorities, acting
as realists are watching the total
Aladdin situation very closely to
make certain that everything holds
together, either until the verdict
against the corporation is reversed
or the property is sold. In either
event, it appears that the present
type of operation will continue
for a long time.

And, while the Aladdin experi-
ment appears to be working
smoothly, the rest of the legalized
gaming industry has been assured
that the only reason for such a
test was because of the unique po-
sition of having the actual operat-
ing corporation convicted.

The rules remain, whereby any
property running afoul of the law
will be faced with the distinct pos-
sibility of losing its license and its
opportunity to continue profitable
operations. fw
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THE MOST TALKED ABOUT IN LAS VEGAS

A New Concept in
Dining and Dancing

AVAILABLE
PRIVATE BANQUET FACILITIES

CONTACT MS. SUZANNE LEO
BANQUET COORDINATOR

Lunch:1Ma.m. to 2:30p.m. Diwer: Sp.m. to la.m. Dancing ‘Tl Ha.m.

75 East Hanmou

(Facing e Aloddin Theaten fov the Perjouning Ands)

Resewations: 733-8822

SELF OR VALET PARKING

i Z L] =

QUESTION: Why was the man hungry while playing backgammon?

(Unscramble the five words — then unscramble the letters in the blocks to get answer)

swvese 00 2
RXTEEP Q____Q v
Y s,
MRUBEN _Q_Q__
TACERE Q_@___

ANSWER: He was thinkingof _ .
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By MARTY MULE’
New Orleans Times-Picayune

The road in the National Basket-
ball Association just isn't the same
anymore.

Coast-to-coast travel has appeal,
but as an eight-month constant,
the excitement turns to tedium
quickly. A 7-foot basketball plaver
could spend half a day trving to
stretch in a first-class plane seat
built optimistically for at most a 6-
footer while the nation's cloud
cover changes beneath him.

The flight frequently is followed
by long bus rides to hotels with
cardboard motifs in cities which
often roll up the sidewalks ecarly.

Long hours of killing time in the
hotel lobby or the bar traditionally
have been broken either by staring
blankly at a television set or, more
often, by card games, which have
been the league's principal pastime
probably since its inception.

But no more. The flights, bus
rides and motels remain part of the
NBA's lifestyle, but the Aquarians
who play basketball in the late
1970s are as likely to open a board
as a deck of cards for time-con-
suming recreation.

On every team, on every trip,
backgammon has the appearance
of the wave of the NBA. Rolling
dice and moving counters have be-
come as common as picks in pro-
fessional basketball.

Earl Monroe, the former captain
of the New York Knicks, says, *‘I
remember just a few years ago
when there was nothing but card
playing in terminals and hotel
rooms. Now there's as many peo-
ple playing backgammon. You
pick up the game and learn the
tactics. After that, it's luck.”

San Antonio center Billy Pauliz,
reputedly one of the best backgam-
mon players in the NBA, says,
“I've seen everybody play on
LVBC 10

BACKGAMMON:
TARING NBA
BY STORM

planes, in airports, and on buses.
think one reason it's so popular is
because it’s so convenient. You get
a small board and you can take it
anywhere.

‘““We have a lot of time to kill
between games, flights and bus
rides, and backgammon helps the
time pass. I know in years past,
when I played with the Nets, as
soon as we got anywhere it was lay
out the cards and play. Now, some
people don’t want to play cards
because you need four, five, six
guys if you’'re going to play poker.

“With backgammon you need
only one other player. It’s just
more convenient I think it
started picking up - popularity
around the country when it started
picking up popularity around the
NBA.”

Pete Maravich of the New
Orleans Jazz, who feels he is the
best at everything he tries, learned
the game last season. When he
wins, the victory is considered a
triumph of tactical superiority.
When he loses, the outcome is
hung on chance. No matter what
happens, Maravich comes off well.

““Sure,”” says Lee Daniel, the
public relations director of the In-
diana Pacers, ‘‘most of these guys
are pretty competitive whether it’s
on the court or anywhere else.
They play competitively.”’

Paultz explains, ‘““You can lose

Rolling dice and moving
counters have become as
common as picks in profes-
sional basketball.

some money in backgammon if
you're playing for money. But you
don’t have to play for money to
have a good time. It’s rare to find
a game where you don’t bet and
still enjoy the competition. It’s
really a way of keeping your mind
active during a two-hour delay in
an airport or an hour’s bus ride.
It’s one of the few games I’'ve run
across that has both luck and a
mental challenge to it.

“l don’t think I've ever seen
Mike Gale or George Gervin turn
down a game.”’

Portland’s Lionel Hollins began
playing backgammon by watching
a couple of teammates play. “‘It
looked pretty interesting and |
wanted to learn” says Hollins.
“Afterwards I did and went on
from there. I play against team-
mates, guys from other teams and
in clubs around the league. It’s
really enjoyable and relaxing, and
you don’t have to lose a lot of
money to play. You find very few
players who will play poker for
free, you know.”’

Monroe, who is self-taught, says
the game has spread to social out-
ings. ““On the road,”” explains
Monroe, ‘‘we play for fun most of
the time. But in New York, there
are places you can go and a lot of
people do play for money. But
Lonnie Shelton, Phil Jackson and
some others play socially. We play
at supper clubs.

“There’s a whole lot of lhmgs
directed toward entertainment and
backgammon, especially on off-
nights like Mondays, Tuesdays and
Wednesdays. Night clubs don't
have a lot of people come in, so
they offer backgammon nights.”’

Calvin Murphy, the Houston
Rockets’ little firebrand, says he
doesn’t use the game for relaxation
or a time-consumer. “‘l just play,”
he says. “‘If I want to play check-
ers, I'll play checkers. 1 (first
learned how to play backgammon
on the playground on the back of
a checkerboard set when I was in
sixth grade. | don’t say that I’ve
played it straight through all those
years because | didn’t. But my in-
terest has picked up again because
everyone’s playing it now.”’

Lee Daniel says he’s never seen
any backgammon playing in the
locker room. “I'd be very sur-
prised. Coach (Bobby Leonard)
wants them thinking about just
one thing in there—basketball,”
explains Daniel.

But the way things are going,

you have to wonder. A
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LETTERS ROM READERS

Dear Editor:

You ought to be ashamed of

vourself. This magazine is obvious-
ly intended to disseminate infor-
mation promoting idleness and
greed; to imbue our youth with a
pernicious set of misguided values.
Backgammon possesses no redeem-
ing social value. My wife and I are
consumed with an abiding fear
that this magazine, an unashamed
advocate for indolence will some-
how fall into the hands of our im-
pressionable but as yet uncorrupt-
ed children. We'll pray for you.
Gerald Dobson, Boise, Idaho

Dear Mr. Maxakuli,

This letter is in reference to your
recent issue where you pointed out
to your readers about ‘‘mis-num-
bered dice.”

I remember receiving your letter
dated Nov 7, 1978. You claimed
you had received “'defective dice’’
that were “misprinted’’. I told our
shipping and receiving clerk to con-
tact you so that you could return
those dice to be replaced. How-
ever, that employee after my re-
cent research,did not follow up. I
apologize for the inconvenience.
We will replace yourdice with dice
that add up to seven if you will
supply me with the quantity and
color of the dice that you are hav-
ing problems with. We will
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ship you the new dice with the
aforementioned information.

However, I must point out to
you that it is not a requirement
that the opposite sides of dice add
up to seven. This does not make
them defective. If you inspect the
Korean made backgammon sets
(which are the better quality sets)
in your area, you will find that
they too may also have the num-
bers distributed differently. I re-
fer to Scarne On Dice, by John
Scarne, published by Stackpole
Books at $12.95 (the most com-
plete book on dice). Not once did
he say (in all 504 pages) that it is
a requirement that opposite sides
of dice add up to seven to elimi-
nate them from being “defective.”’

He did say, almost all ‘‘drug-
store’’ variety of dice are bias,
since they are not ‘‘square’ and
holes are stamped out. Only
precision  hand-made dice are
“perfect’’. The probability of a
person getting a good pair of
drugstore dice is so slim you can
forget about it. Let alone four
that are needed for Backgammon.
Dice are numbered with opposite
sides adding to seven primarily to
aid the dice player in identifying
duplication of numbers, of which
would be considered ‘‘crooked
dice”’. In your publication you
said that the Club paid $1.00
each, when in fact, you paid
$1.00 aPAIR. Thisis the going rate
for rounded dice.

In light of the above information
(and much more I could provide),
Backgammon players by the thou-
sands have invested in precision
dice. These dice are much more
expensive however, ranging in price
from $4 to $6 a pair.

As you know, we had a very suc-
cessful booth display at the WBC
in Las Vegas. I can’t help but be-
come puzzled when I think back
to the tournament, that you could
have easily expressed your dissatis-
faction. Why? However, much to
my dismay you used the tool of
your Magazine ro voice your opin-

ions. (What a positive contribution
to Backgammon).
The success of Backgammon is
dependent upon organization and
communication of the people who
are connected with its welfare. De-
rogatory publicity towards a posi-
tive contributor {(Chess & Games
Unlimited, Inc.) of goodwill and
services for the public far exceeds
the necessary steps it seems that
you could have taken ro get assis-
tance. Think about it for a min-
ute and see what conclusions you
come up with that may have solved
your problem without harming
your relations with others in the
Backgammon community.
Hopefully, you will be more in-
formed and prepared to print the
true facts in your publication in
the future, after having made prop-
er research. I typically do not hold
grudges but as you can probably
tell — this whole thing really gripes
me. As you can tell from the com-
position of this letter, letter-writ-
ing is not my forte, but what I
have written, I have researched the
facts before presenting them to
the public.
Larry D. Gerst
Chess & Games Unlimited, Inc.

Dear L.V. Backgammon Magazine,

I've always said there were only
two things I could never get enough
of — a good backgammon game
and a good woman.

Fortunately for me you had
both on the cover of your last issue.
The girls are nothing short of dev-
astating. I play a great game of
backgammon. Will that help me
win gorgeous girls like that?

Tom Maguire
Cedar Rapids, lowa
P.S. I play as high as $10 a point.

EDITOR’S NOTE: You can’t score at $10
a point!

Dear Mr. Maxakuli:

Pitiful, is perhaps the best word
I can use to describe the calcutta
auction at this year’s U.S. Open in



LETTERS (continued )

Lake Tahoe. Instead of being a
highlight of the tournament, it
turned out to be a disgraceful ex-
ample of " how not to..."

No, it wasn't a disaster because
the No. 1 seed only sold for $800
and the rotal pool for better than
80 players over $12,000. It was,
however, because of the way in
which the auction was conducted:
a unique mixture of apathy, sneak-
iness and enthusiasm.

Apathy on the part of the auc-
tioneer when he did not receive
heated or appropriate bidding for
the tournament’s top players.
Sneakiness which allowed the
auctioneer to buy a couple of
excellent players at bargain base-
ment prices by opening the bid-
ding with “Do I hear $200 for John
Dow?’’ and before anyone had a
chance to respond, immediately
closing it with “Sold to the auc-
tioneer for $200.”

Then, in almost about face en-
thusiasm, in what I consider a de-
liberate effort to boost up the tot-
al auction in favor of his buys,
there was a noticeably slower pace
in selling the remaining fields and
players in an attempt (o extract
another $50 here and there.

If calcuttas are to remain a vital
part of large tournaments they
should be run by someone who
knows and cares about running a
successful auction, and not some-
one just serving his own needs.

A few suggestions on how this
might be done are: 1. The auction-
eer is supposed to create interest
in what he is selling. How about a
few brief words on the player?
Where'’s he from? Has he won any
significant tournaments? If no-
thing, at least allow the players to
be identified by standing up when
his name is called. The extra
amount of time all this takes will
be worth it, and much of this in-
formation could be obtained from
the players upon registration.

2. An auctioneer who has some
sense of humor and has a colorful
and persuasive personality as op-
posed to alistless bore — that can’t
be too difficult to find!

3. Lastly, and certainly not least,

Surprised?

Very.

That's how you'll feel after dinner at Sam'’s Saloon at the California

Hotel and Casino.

Perhaps your tastes run to Tournedos Bernaise or Veal Oscar.
Maybe you prefer Chateaubriand for two, or just a good steak.
Our chef can prepare it just to your liking. And your pocketbook

will like it too.

There's a good chance you know somebody who has already had
dinner with us.

We’'ll bet they were surprised, too.

Come and be surprised, tonight.

Sam'’s Saloon in Sam Boyd's California Hotel and Casino, Downtown.

Sam Boyds

CALIFORNIA

Hotel & Casino
1st & Ogden, Downtown

an auctioneer who is not trying to

steal good players for himself

would be nice! Afterall, the bigger
the total purse the more for every-
one involved, including those who
run the tournament and rake their
percentages off the calcutta.
Herb Roman, Chicago
Dear Editor:
The two showgirls on the cover
of your magazine are sensuous and

provocative. I think [ recognize
the redhead on theright having sat
behind her in homeroom (Lincoln
High, Milwaukee class of 69).
Could you please send me her
telephone number so that I might
contact her on an alumni matter?
I am the chairman for the 10 year
reunion and would like to make
this event a rousing success.
Stan Lewndowski, Milwaukee

%
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ASSOCGIrATION

CLUB STATE DIRECTOR PHONE No.

Arlington Backgammon Club Illinois Sargis Serges (312) 394-1331
Barcelona Backgammon Club Spain Jordi Arque 211 46 15

Black Hills Backgammon Club South Dakota Rod Woodruff (605) 892-4978
Calgary Backgammon Club Canada Wayne Roberts (403) 265-9400
Campbell Bridge & Backgammon Studio  California Martin Miller (408) 378-3711
Cavendish North Michigan Bob Ciaffone (313) 642-9616
Cavendish of Philadelphia Pennsylvania Mae & Fred Block (215) 878-5777
Dueling Oaks Backgammon Wisconsin Merrill Schrager (414) 271-0493
Duluth Backgammon Club Minnesota Ray Boisjoli (218) 724-2435
Flint Backgammon Club Michigan Carol Cole (313) 732-8594
Hamilton Squash Club Canada Ernie Geisel (416) 527-1010
Hawaii Backgammon Players Assn. Hawaii Bernard Bergstein (808) 533-2227
House of Backgammon Illinois Phelicia Krakow (312) 674-2598
Iowa Backgammon Association lowa Tom Owens (319) 364-9236
Louisville Backgammon Club Kentucky Larry Strasberg (502) 451-3950
National Backgammon League Illinois Patt Rottman (312) 831-5037
New Orleans Backgammon Club Louisiana Joanne Ippolito (504) 282-3210
Newport Backgammon Club Rhode Island Robert Howayeck (617) 674-4905
Northern Nevada Backgammon Assn. Nevada Bill O’Brien (702) 825-3280
Omaha Backgammon Club Nebraska Carolyn Caniglia (402) 330-3333
Oregon Backgammon Players Oregon Norman Hunter (503) 238-6351
Pacific N.W. Backgammon Assn. Washington Ted Barr (206) 285-6768
So. Illinois University Backgammon Club  Illinois Jordan Gold (618) 529-1667
St. Louis Backgammon Club Missouri Phil Dunlop (314) 839-2365
St. Thomas Backgammon Club Virgin Islands Vernon Ball (809) 774-1829
Thunder Bay Backgammon Assn. Canada Rita Zandette (807) 622-3045

For details on association write to the Las Vegas Backgammon Club or
call (702) 361-3910.

mm1%=XCHANGE R Imm
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ASSOGIATES

ST. THOMAS BACKGAMMON CLUB (Virgin Islands)— What can we say about Baron Vernon Ball? He is a
former world champion, author of books, columnist, entrepreneur and just about the nicest guy you ever
want to meet. The club (100 strong) meets and plays at his 1829 Hotel, perhaps the most beautiful hotel in
the Virgin Islands, so much so that it has official national historical status. One of the activities of the club is
the prestigious Annual Remy Martin Caribbean Backgammon Championships.Welcome Baron! (809) 774-1829

DULUTH BACKGAMMON CLUB — Twenty-nine members might not sound like a lot but remember, the
LVBC started with 11 members. We predict a huge success for his club because Ray Boisjoli, the director, is
energetic and caring. The DBC meets at the New Jolly Fisher, located at Lake Avenue and Superior Street.
(This is the new building with the ship on the exterior.) The DBC operates as a non-profit group and looks
to promote backgammon for fun to all of its members. There are no dues. Operating expenses are derived by
a modest cut of the tournament entry fees. A unique club — we wish them luck! (218) 724-2435.

PACIFIC N.W. BACKGAMMON ASSOCIATION — Ted Barr, director of the PNWBA is a long-time LVBC
member. But, we never realized how active he was in backgammon till we saw his group in action at the Lake
Tahoe U.S. Open Tourney. Twenty-four of his members entered the tournament and eight placed in the
money. Few clubs can promise and deliver that many players to any backgammon event. Currently, Ted
Barr operates the “Game Gallery” tournaments and weekly columns on backgammon in the Seattle papers.
The action line in Seattle is (206) 285-6768.

HAMILTON SQUASH CLUB (Ontario) — Owner, operator and director are the titles belonging to Ernie
Geisel the imaginative and hard-working chief of the Hamilton Squash Club. The club has developed a unique
Ladder Competition System. The rules and regulations of the Ladder System were featured in the last issue
of this magazine. The HSC is well organized and has over 70 backgammon playing members. They also host
the Hamilton portion of the Can-Am Backgammon Championship which includes Toronto, Buffalo and Ro-
chester. Welcome to the Association! (416) 527-1010.

THUNDER BAY BACKGAMMON ASSOCIATION (Ontario) — This newly-formed club already has signed
up 35 members after its first meeting. The Association is operated by an executive committee from the mem-
bership and overseen by a Board of Directors. The current director is Rita Zandette who writes us that “there

are a lot of hearty Northerners here who enjoy the game, so the club should be a strong one.” WE AGREE!
(807) 622-3045.
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Longtime LVBCer KIM KELSEY
currently the toast of the news
media as a.result of her thesis on
“Las Vegas Sex Statistics™. . . DA-
VID LEAN enjoying celebrity sta-
tus with his imaginative TV com-

mercials. .. TONY MANCARI
fully recovered from serious op-
eration ... No use reporting on

the SUZY CREEMCHEESE odys-
sey—she has been in town two
weeks in the last three months;
business must be booming! . ..
JIMMY MATAYA was featured
on the cover and interviewed in
Billiards Magazine. Sounds like the
Ali of pool ... RED and GENNIE
McILVAINE’s Las Vegas Newslet-
ter is new, bright and informative.
Very much worth subscribing to
if you want to keep up with what’s
happening in Vegas...MARY
ISON in and out of town doing
some  photography ... FRANK
MERANTO and Co, new owners
of old Gibby’s, now called Bogie’s.
And speaking of discos, PRINCE
OBOLENSKY this month opens a
super disco and backgammon club
in  Aspen ... Montreal’s LaFolie

i A

ANDREA WALLER - LYDIA SASSOON
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disco features super light show,
video and backgammon. LaFolie
owner, DAVE DEBEER, a frequent
LV visitor and excellent backgam-
moneer. ... LVBC supporter,
MIKE MOODY, candidate for City
Commissioner . . . HANFORD

SEARL, LVBC columnist and Bill-
board Las Vegas correspondent,
promoted by that mag to L.A. of-
fice... ED SEIDNER gone to
Scottsdale, Arizona for good . ..
KIM SHARP sharp saleslady with
US Home Realty, gives special at-
tention to LVBCers. .. Mayfair
Club, N.Y. not the same without
LOUISE GOLDSMITH: Cavendish
Club, L.A. not the same without
GEORGE BASSMAN . .. Another
JUBILATION mistake—the loss of
MARK TANN as PR Director . . .
HENRY WATTSON fugitive in

MARY ISON

BAGKGAMMON

NED DAY - PATRICIA JUDICH

KIM KELSEY

-



GARY PITAK & RIP TAYLOR

LINDA KRULGLI

California after being busted with
GABE HORWITZ for gambling at
his very own PacificaTournament.
A real Keystone Kop affair! ...
Under the modern woman category
KAREN WOLFSON sitting box at
MGM Craps ... Thank you BUD-
DY BERKE for beautiful self-por-
trait. Always glad to receive artist-
ic portraits of friends suitable for
framing . . . Pacifica Tournament
unintentionally scheduled on same
date as the Louisville Tourney . . .
JOE DWEK. JEAN-NOEL GRIN-
DA, JOHN Y. BROWN in LV just
for fun...JACK ZWERNER in
LV to play in LV Country Club
Racquetball Tournament. Won it

BARON VERNON BALL

in tough match against HERB
TOBMAN . .. Talented SANDY
CLARK now starring in “Pinups
at the Movies™ at the Sahara. By
far the best Lounge Show in Vegas
... If you haven’t heard anything:
REX BRUSH off to Chicago and
a new seat on the commodities
market . . . MARK CALLAS and
Energy, first group booked into
all new Atlantic City Caesars Pal-
ace ... BILLY INCARDONA on
love boat Caribbean Cruise with
friends . . . Mattel’s new backgam-
mon computer games to carry en-
dorsement from SID JACKSON’s
American Players Assn.

(Continued page 19)

KAREN WOLI'SON
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TITLE

An Introduction to Backgammon
Backgammon
*Backgammon
*Backgammon
Backgammon
Backgammon!
Backgammon
Backgammon
Backgammon Book
Backgammon Calculator
*Backgammon Elementary Moves
Backgammon For Blood
Backgammon For People Who Hate to Lose
Backgammon For Profit
Backgammon Games & Strategies
Backgammon: How to Play & Win
*Backgammon in 20 Minutes
Backgammon: (Know the Game Ser.)
*Backgammon of Today
Backgammon Quiz Book
Backgammon Rules & Rulings
*Backgammon Standards
*Backgammon Tactics
Backgammon: The Action Game
Backgammon, The Cruelest Game
Backgammon , The Modern Game
Backgammon — The Quick Course to Winning
Backgammon — The Way to Play & Win
Backgammon to Win
*Backgammon Up-to-Date
*Beginner's Book of Modern Backgammon
Beginning Backgammon
Beginning Backgammon: A New & Pleasurable
Method of Learning by Playing Against
the Master
Better Backgammon
Book of Backgammon
Challenger Backgammon
*Clermont Book of Backgammon
*Comic Backgammon
*Complete Backgammon
Fell's Guide to Winning Backgammon
Five Popular Games of Backgammon
Goren's Modern Backgammon Complete
*Harrap's Easy Guide to Backgammon
How Good Are You at Backgammon?
*How to Play Backgammon
*How to Play Modern Backgammon
*How to Play the New Backgammon
*Laws of Backgammon
Lee Genud's Backgammon Book
*Modern Backgammon
*Modern Backgammon
*Modern Backgammon in a Nutshell
*New Backgammon
New York Times Book of Backgammon
Paradoxes & Probabilities
Play Backgammon Tonight
Playboy’s Book of Backgammon
*Primer on Modern Backgammon
Teach Yourself Backgammon
Underhanded Backgammon
Vanity Fair's Backgammon to Win
Win at Backgammon
Winning Backgammon
*Winning Backgammon
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* BOOKS OUT O PRINT

AUTHOR YEAR
P. Magriel 7.7
R. Clay 77
B. Cooke/J. Bradshaw ‘74
M.F. Hopper 41
A. Obolensky/T. James 69
Prince Kansil 75
P. Magriel 76
D. Stern 75
0. Jacoby/J.R. Crawford '70
J. Moffett ‘74
F.Y. Flintom 40
B. Becker ‘74
T. Holland Wi
J. Dwek 75
N. Tzannes/B. Tzannes ‘76
D. Carter ‘73
H. Thorne 30
W.H. Copeland ‘75
J. Longacre 30
Prince Kansil ‘78
A. Obolensky ‘74
W. Walling/W. Hiss 30
H. Thorne 31
A.Obolensky/T. James 69
B. Cooke/J. Bradshaw 75
T. Reese/R. Brinig 75
D. Stern ‘73
W.B. Gibson ‘74
L. Hattersley 74
B. Point 3
R.A. Bond ‘32
I'. Holland 73
T. Holland ‘75
T. Holland ‘74
0. Jacoby 79
R. Bowden 77
D. Dor-el 75
31
W.L. Richard 3
W.B. Gibson ‘74
N. Frantzis 79
C.H. Goren ‘74
J.T. Goldsmith 75
N. Tzannes/V. Tzannes ‘74
R. Hoyle "3
“30
L. Hattersley 30
Racquet/Tennis Club 31
L. Genud 74
F. England 30
G. Nicholas 28
P.N. Gatsos 30
E.C. Boyden 30
J.0. Jacoby/M.Z. Jacoby 73
B. Cooke ‘78
D. Thompson 76
L. Deyong 77
R.A. Bond 36
R. Clay 78
A. Prager 77
G. Mabardi 31
M.F. Hopper 72
M. Lawrence '76

G. Nicholas/C.W. Vaughan "30

ON LIBRARY

PUBLISHER PRICE
Times Books $7.95
McKay 3.95
Random House 8.95
Barnes 1.00
MacMillan 6.95

Hippocrene Bks 2.95

Times Books 20.00
Galahad 7.95
Viking 10.00
Doubleday 1.95
Winning Way .50
Dutton 8.95
McKay 9.95
Wiedenfeld 10.00
Barnes 1.50
Holloway House 1.50
Dutton 1.00
British Bk Ctr. 2.50
Winston 1.00
Playboy 2.50
MacMillan 6.95
Simon & Schuster  1.90
Dutton 2.00
Collier 7.95
Allen 5.95
Allen 7.95
Drake 7.95
Harper 595
Award Books 1.50
De LaRue

Sears 1.00
McKay 7.95
Crown

McKay 7.95
Porter 12.50
Sports Center 3.00
Queen Anne Press 495
Rudge 3.50
Cosmopolitan Bk~ 2.00
Fell 295
Exposition 6.00
Doubleday 7.95
Harrap 2.25
S&S 9.95
Laurie

Ogilvie 10
Doubleday 1.00
Scribner 2

Price/Stern/Sloan  3.95
De LaRue

Holt 1.50
Rose 50
Harcourt 1.50
Quadrangle/NY Tm 7.95
Random House 8.95
Gamblers Bk 2.00
Playboy 20.00
Caspar 1.00
McKay 3.95
Hawthorn 495
Liveright 495
Dover 1.50
Pinnacle Books 1.50
Appleton 1.50
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BACKGAMMON BITS

(Con’t)

Zda R\

RS

3,
R O

PATRICK AMICO - MARCY DEKAYSER

.. PAT-
RICK AMICO, LVBCer, brilliant
dancer and escort to the 45 beau-
ties featured on the “*“Miss All-Am-
erican Girl” TV contest ... Did
you know that in 1976 TONY
GOBLE won five straight major
tournaments—an  unprecedented
feat that will probably never be
duplicated . . . Look for a special
full issue on backgammon in the
Gambling Times Magazine, soon!

BILLY INCARDONA -

MIKE VAN DUSEN

ELI BRUSH

SUZY CREAMCHEESE

CHANGING
YOUR ADDRESS?

Mailing Label or OLD Address Here:

F------q

name

----v----

r
¥
1
1
%
1
1
8

NEW Address Here:

name nlease print

city tate or province 2ip of country

Las Vegas Backgammon Club
Mail to 9457 [.as Vegas Blvd. S. #58
l.as Vegas, Nevada 89119
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EDITOR'S NOTE: Our editorial dated I'eb.
79 Vol. IV No. VI, title LIVING ON LOVI
dealt with the problems of the struggling reg-
ional promoter. The small Backgammon
Club Operator is torn between the desire
and necessity to promote backgammon, and
the gut feeling that his good-will is being
taken advantage of by the promoters of
major backgammon tournaments. The Las
Vegas Backgammon Magazine received an
avalanche of replies to the editorial. Below we
are printing three of the more interesting
comments. It is obvious to us that the agon-
izing will continue and a final decision will be
hard to come by.

NATIONAL BACKGAMMON LEAGUE
Chicago, llinois

Let me first state that I support
the basic concept of your editorial
wholeheartedly. I have promoted
approximately 20 major backgam-
mon tournaments at NBL clubs in
the past year — three-fourths of
them on the national level. Only
one event, the Las Vegas extrava-
ganza, offered a monetary incent-
ive to register players. My promo-
tional costs can easily be calculat-
ed: (20 tournaments) x (10 photo-
copies) x (S.10 per copy) =520.00.

This total obviously does not
include the value of my time and
effort in making the copies avail-
able to our members.

I have done this promotion for
a number of reasons. Primarily, I
want NBL players to be made
aware that such rournaments exist.
I assume that all interested individ-
uals will eventually learn of the
events anyway. Therefore, I want
my club to be the one to inform
them. In that way, the NBL takes
on a double purpose as a place
to play and as an information
source of current backgammon
happenings.

It is true that only about 20%
of our players have any desire to
enter the larger tourneys. Still,
the other 80% like to know what's
going on in the backgammon
world. This is understandable. |
play golf on a weekly basis. Al-
though I will never consider en-
tering the U.S. Open, ['m still
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interested in the evenr and the
eventual tournament results.

At our clubs, current tourna-
ment flyers, along with the NBL
newsletter, are always prominent-
ly displayed on the director’s desk.
It’s important for our players to
be made aware that something be-
yond the NBL exists — bigger and
more exciting.

My philosophy toward the local
club is that a player, by participat-
ting in the weekly tournaments,
will develop certain match skills
that can not be learned in money
games. If one looks upon the local
clubs as a classroom for learning,
then the major tournaments be-
come the ‘‘final exams™. Players
must know what the backgam-
mon world has to offer so that they
never feel like they're in a rut on a
dead end street.

The fact that much of my work
in backgammon goes unrewarded
doesn’t currently bother me. I am
aware that major promoters bene-
fit from my actions. I also realize
that they are not asking me to do
their promotion.

As I stated at the beginning of
this letter, I support the concepts
of your resolution. Still, I will con-
tinue to display tournament litera-
ture until I feel that the NBL is be-
ing “used”.

If someone by fate, profits from
my work, that's one thing; but if
someone TRIES to profit off my
work without a fair monetary com-
pensation, that's a different story.
I will not be taken advantage of.

Your editorial has caused me to
think deeply about my policies of
non-compensatory promotion at
the NBL clubs. I understand that
without a monetary incentive it is
probably unwise to work for a
profiteering national backgammon
organizer. However, can it benefit
backgammon to work against him?

BILL DAVIS

Responses| Lioing -~ Looe

CAMPBELL BRIDGE & BACKGAM-
MON STUDIO, Campbell, California

I am very STRONGLY in favor
of our organization doing some-
thing to promote the involvement
and benefits of regional tourna-
ments.

[ have encouraged and sought
out all materials for my club mem-
bers; as I have felt that exposure
to the larger world of backgammon
is a must for its growth and as well
as for my continued growth.

The hours that I have given
with little reward have been many;
the benefits few.

I believe that stronger action
than just a resolution is in order.
If we are an organization that is
going to have an impact, then

!
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making thar weight felt, eventual-
ly, must be a must. I would be will-
ing to give mention to all tourna-
ments that were in a reasonable
distance from my club, provided
that some benefit would befall on
me. Since I send out a newsletrer,
there would be a definite benefit
for a regional promoier. I realize
that backgammon is not organized
as is bridge; therefore, at this time
little can be done with any clout.
But, then again, a letter such as
the one you have written to the
associate club, directed to other
backgammon associations, might
vield some positive value.

MARTIN MILLER

NORTHERN NEVADA BACKGAM-
MON ASSN, Reno Nevada

I read with interest your editor-
ial of February Ist, concerning
curtailing our activities on behalf
of money-making ventures unless
there is some monetary compensa-
tion. The way I see it is this — few
of our club members entertain the
idea of entering a national or inter-
national tournament at some posh
resort. In the past, when I have
mentioned national tournaments
to our members, shown them bro-
chures, etc., their response has been
underwhelming.

If we had a percentage of our
members going to promoted tourn-
aments, I would consider asking
for a kickback from the promoter
for every bona fide member who
entered, but unfortunately such is
not the case. Most of our players
are not interested in backgammon
beyond the local level.

By mentioning major tourna-
ments to our members, I feel I am
merely promoting backgammon.
If they seriously considered enter-
ing, I would seriously consider a
kickback.

Since our little club is seriously
considering a major regional tour-
nament sometime this year, this
national resolution would affect
us if we were to send you or other
clubs promotional material. Lets
face it, all the director has to do is
bring his members’ attention to the
tournament by leaving the promo-

and imported games.

We are pleased to announce the
Grand Opening of another
Game Keeper.

I'he GAME KEEPER — a zoological park of domestic

A place where vou can find
a rare striped Backgammon or see the majestic Chess.
Shapely Box games and slyv as a fox Strategy games
can be observed cavorting with cov puzzles and nubile
books. For the more adventurous there are
accessories for all games on display in our natural
wood habitat. Pets to take home and plav.

The Game Keeper

The Meadows Las Vegas

tional material in a readily acces-
sible place or a line or two in their
newsletter or magazine.

Jim, the assistant director, offers
a final note concerning your pro-
posal to adopt a resolution to pro-
tect local/regional clubs from “‘cor-
poration” promoters. The idea is
an excellent one! First, such a res-
olution would serve as a unifying
force for all the associate clubs, “'a
solidarity of purpose”. Second, this
resolution would alerr outside pro-
moters to the fact thar WE, the
associate clubs, are aware of the
value of our efforts, and that mon-
etary compensation for this effort
should definitely be part of their
promotional budgets.

Third, and here we take a big
step in the annals of backgammon
history in America — the drafting
of such a resolution might well
serveas theimpetus to form a truly
NATIONAL backgammon organi-

zation, an organization like that of
the U.S. Chess Foundation.

It has become obvious within
the last few years that backgam-
mon has supplanted chess as be-
ing the number one board game in
America, so why not form a single
officially recognized backgammon
organization under whose auspices
ALL national tournaments would
be held, regardless of who puts up
the “big money”

We hope our thoughts on the
promotion of backgammon may
be helpful in your tireless efforts
at strengthening and promoting
the ever-growing community of
hackgammon players.

BILL O’BRIEN

P.S. I found the rake in the Chica-
go Tournament to be exorbi-
tant! It appeared that the rake
was about 50% or more. There
otta be a law! B
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BACKGAMMON
BENEFIT

Everything you have ever heard
about Boston is true. They do
things properly. The 2nd Annual
Boston Symphony Orchestra Back-
gammon Club was a very proper
event. None of the pomp and cir-
cumstance was missing.

Francesca Parkinson, director
of the NEBC orchestrated the
schedule of events like a maestro.
There were brunches and buffets,
cocktail parties and seminars, rules
committees, plenty of directors,
cocktail services, news media cov-
erage, good equipment, closed cir-
cuit TV, and most important of all
an outstanding awards ceremony.

This tournament was operated
so well that it almost seemed to be
a Lewis Deyong affair. And in fact,
it was. The Lewis Deyong trade-
mark was apparent. Acting as an
honorary overall director, he pro-
vided the charm and efficiency that
made this a special event. His reti-
nue of titled aristocracy lent an air
of elegance to the tournament. His
cute English accent and collection
of French interjections created
warmth. His promotional ability
provided a first class sponsor and
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Black
& White.

took the financial pressures off
the NEBC.

The sponsor was Black & White
Scotch. They gave more than
money. Representatives from that
label and Heubelein were there
making sure things went well.
Mickey Wiernasz, director of sales,
and J.E. Corr Jr, vice-president
marketing were everywhere pro-
moting good will. They personally
hosted the awards  ceremony
which featured VIPs from the Bos-
ton Symphony, many, many tro-
phies, television coverage,and free
Black & White Scotch.

The trophies depicting a black
and white dog on a pedestal went
to 1st place William Robertie, 2nd
place Elen Jacoby Lee, 3rd place
Melvin Drapkin and James NyKkoff.

Winners and losers were equally
pleased. The tournament possessed
both responsibility and equity. Ev-
eryone enjoyed themselves and
hated to see the event end. They
lingered over goblets of free Black
& White commenting on how
smooth the scotch was. “Almost
as smooth as Lewis Deyong,”
someone said.

THE DEMONS OF CHANCE

by Jim Roderick

Before anyone touches the dice,
the orbs of luck rattle and dance
through the visions of players—
Doublets, Blots and Double

Shots await
anyone and everyone who lets
fly the dice:
And indeed they fly —
from deep within the harboring
cups

the unexpected and expected
bounce forth,

simultaneously, in the purest of
spontaneity

they play their game with the
contestants;

The contestants, expert and novice,

female and male,

warriors of chance with but an
iota of skill

compared to the luck:

play the dice

play the game

play each other

and exhort both the god of
probability

(that cruel, cruel deity) and the
demon

of chance to usher off the last
checker;

And the game, the game rages into

tournament —
consolation and last chance,
groans of 17 to 1, entry failure,
missed
double shots . . . and gammons
whispers and exclamations:
“Tomchin lost,
who the hell is O’Brien?”
bittersweet the room;
The few got fewer —
money and luck get together —
dice, cubes, checkers, boards get
hotter

as the fortunes of play twist and
turn,

grabbing the soul . ..
the soul;
Finally, it is over —
you’ve won as much as you can
you’ve lost as much as you can
but Backgammon isnot over . . .
some leave, some stay
but none of us escape (nor want
to)

the pursuit of the demons, and
saints,

of chance.

releasing
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In the last issue, we looked at a
position in which a player could
accept a double,in spite of having
less than a 25% chance to win,be-
cause he could deprive his oppon-
ent of a certain amount of equity
in the game, by doubling him out.

This issue we’ll look at a similar
position in which a player is less
than 25% to win, but can still ac-
cept a double because a certain
percentage of the time,he can ex-
pect to play as a substantial favor-
ite when the game is being played
for higher stakes.

24 22 2 2120 19

19 17 16 15 14 13

/\

12 3 4 5 &6 7 8 9 10 112

In the above position, X will win
immediately if he rolls any number
that doesn’t include a one, or 25/
36 of the time. If he fails to win
this roll, he will have a second
chance to win if O also rolls a one,
a combination of events that will
occur (11/36)2 of the time. X’s
total chances then are 25/36 +
(11/36)% = 1021/1096 = 78.8%,
which normally is high enough to
win immediately since X will al-
ways be entitled to his 11/36 of

equity (he can’t be doubled out).

But look what happens to X if
he does miss. Since O will double
and X must accept (he’s only 26
to 10 to lose). cube ar four. As it
happens, that will occur just often
enough that O should accept the
double.

The proof is somewhat long and
involved, but can be understood
by anyone who has a familiarity
with determining settlement values.
Let’s take the standard position of
men on the 5 and 2 points against
a man on the 1 point. Most exper-
ienced players know that a settle-
ment is figured by the formula 19-
17 over 36 to C,where C is the
value of the cube. In this example
if the cube is at 2 a fair settlement
would be 1/9 of the stake.

Mathematicians recognize the
foregoing formula as the one for
mathematical expectation. In the
last example, the first player’s ex-
pectation was 1/9 of whatever he
and his opponent were playing for.

When a player is confronted with
the decision of whether or not to
accept a double, he can very often
decide correctly on the basis of this
same concept of expectation. If
his expectation is greater by accept-
ing, then he should decline.

A very obvious application of
this concept is the one in which
one player is a 3 to 1 favorite and
turns the cube. If the second play-
er declines, he gives up 1 unit. If
he accepts, his expectation is -(%-

&

14)%, which also is -1 unit. Just as
we already know from other meth-
ods and other proofs, it’s border-
line as to whether to accept a
double when one is a 3 to 1
underdog.

Returning to the diagrammed
position, what is O’s expectation
whenever he accepts the double?
Since he loses 2 units when X
wins immediately, loses 4 when
both roll 1’s, and wins 4 when X
rolls a 1 and he gets off, his total
chances (or expectations) are:
-2(25/36)-4(11/36)2 +4(11/36)(25/36)=

1184/1296
which, being less than 1 unit,
means that Oshouldaccept. In oth-
er words, O does better by playing
at an expectation of -11/84/1296
than he does by giving up 1 full
unit. %

THE ARTIFICIAL MTTELLIGENCE CHALLENGE

July 15 1979 at Monte Carlo will welcome a new and unique participant to the world of tournament
backgammon. That is the date set for the appearance of Merit |, the first gammonoid. At the conclusion of the Merit
World Backgommon Championships the gammonoid will challenge the 1979 Champion. The stake: (donated by
Merit and Intelligence Systems Limited) $5000, winner take all. This match is to be shown on National Television

A gammonoid, such as your potential opponent Merit |, is a walking, speaking robot, programmed by computer
experts (including current World Champion Paul Magriel) to play backgammon at the highest level

The programme was designed by Dr. Hans Berliner, a leading computer research scientist at the Carnegie Mellon
Institute, Pittsburgh, Penn. U.S.A. His speciality is a branch of computer expertise called Artificial Intelligence. He

explains it briefly as follows:

“Artificial Intelligence is a sub-field of computer science concerned with producing machine behaviour which, if it
came from a human, would be considered intelligent. Work in Artificial Intelligence has been going on for over 25
years, the Carnegie Mellon is one of the top centres in the world. Much important research has been done there
including the simulation of human cognition, systems that can understand continuous human speech. systems that
can interpret visual scenes and many others (including chess and backgammon). In a recent test of 100 games
against the best commerciolly available micro-processor game our Artificial Intelligence programme won 76% of

the points.”

The backgammon capacity of Merit | has been programmed through Artificial Intelligence. A great deal of
scientific knowledge has gone into the programme. The challenge match can help to answer a fascinating question

Is Artificial Intelligence superior to human intelligence?
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TOURNAMENT
DIRECTORS

Professional Experienced
Tournament Directors Available

Charity Tournaments
e Regional Tournaments
Major Tournaments
Auctioneers
Public Relations and Technical Assistance
Long list of credits and successes

I E X IR E RN RR RN RN R RN R R AR R R R R R R R R R R A 2 X J
Planning a Tournament?

Hire the Professionals!

Call the Las Vegas Backgammon Club
(702) 361-3910
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What’s the Answer?

DICE:

Electronics has infiltrated one of
man’s oldest pasttimes. Now back-
gammon and board game erthus-
iasts can cast their dice electron-
ically. The Dice is a brand new
electronic way to “‘roll” the dice
with the touch of a fingertip Intro-
duced by Dimensional Designs, Ltd
of New York, players simply touch
two golden spots, the dice *“‘roll”
and two lighted dots appear in oval
spaces numbered one through six.
The next roll appears instantly
when the spots are touched again.
Doubles are indicated when just
one space is lighted.

Programmed to produce the ex-
act traditional dice, the numbered
dice are battery-operated, com-
pact and ideal for travel. The Dice
with numbers is distributed exclus-
ively in the United States by Di-
mensional Design Ltd.. New York
for $20.00.

TRAVEL BOARD:

Backgammon  enthusiasts  take
heart! A cure for chronic stiff
necks caused by playing the game
on  conventional, face-to-face
boards in planes. cars and restau-
rants,is now available.

Side by side backgammon
boards make it possible for two
people to play backgammon com-
fortably. According to designer,
Bruze Zemby, ““The new side-by-
side board is the answer for travel-
ers and also makes teaching the
game much easier. Because the
player’s home and outer boards
are placed side by side, rather than
across from one another, the piec-
es move in one direction only.”

The new Travel Board is offered
by Backgammon International,
Ltd., New York. $35

L
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The height of fashion in the back-
gammon society world is no long-
er the Gucciboard, but ** Backgam-
mon Nails’’ by Chic Lady. The styl-
ish backgammon player can coord-
inate pip colors to match any out-
fit. Backgammon Nails is an ex-
clusive concept of Michelle Sud-
bury, operator of Chic Lady (2797
S. Maryland Parkway, L.V.). The
nails can be extended and are not
only beautiful, but also durable.
For appointment call (702) 731-
CHIC. $40

TOURNAMENT BOARD:
Larry Sonne', designer and manu-
facturer of many of backgammon’s
finer offerings, has been hard at
work on another innovative prod-
uct. He is about to go into produc-
tion on a low-cost, tabletop, tour-
nament-type backgammon board
with materials and design to maxi-
mize utility, durability, and
esthetics.

The board is one-piece construc-
tion. The playing fields are replace-

PRODUCTS —

BACKGAMMON NAILS: [P

able, which makes it highly desire-
able from an economic standpoint.

Both the interior and exterior of

the board clean up easily. The low
profile and unique stacking feature
will make transportation and hand-
ling a breeze. The board is also
light-weight, a boon to shipping ex-
penses as well as handling. The
Tournament Board will be available
in a wide range of colors and can
be permanently embossed with

the logo of your tournament, club
or establishment. The board will
also have the unique ability to sur-
vive some of the milder ravages of
weather (sun, rain, etc.).

Larry says the Tournament
Board will be available sometime
in June 79 and will be very com-
petitively priced. Contact Larry
Sonne' at Nova Enterprise, P.O.
Box “N”, Okemos, MI 48864,
(517) 349-1753.
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NEBC

3 YEARS OLD

by Francesca Parkinson

NEBC is now three years young;
we celebrated Friday evening, Feb-
ruary 23 at the Hyatt Regency in
Cambridge, Massachusettes. Over
100 enthusiastic players enjoyed a
round-robin tournament, a superb
dinner, birthday cake and cham-
pagne.

NEBC represents every state in
New England and has members
from almost every state in the Un-
ion. We pride ourselves on our co-
operative association with all clubs
in our area and that our tourna-
ments are considered the finest.
Sixteen of our members were in
the winner’s circle at the World’s
in Nassau and have placed when-
ever participating in a larger
tournament.

NEBC is a non-profit club; we
have donated to Channel 2 (the
educational TV station), the Jim-
my Fund, and because of our Mass-
achusettes Open, Jacoby Cup
Event for the Benefit of the Child-
ren’s Hospital Medical Center, we
were able to contribute $2,500.

Last November we had our Ist
Annual BSC Backgammon Benefit
and are proud to say that we con-
tributed $4.392.50 to the Boston
Symphony Orchestra. We are the
first and only group that the Board
of Trustees has ever allowed to hold
an event, open our own BSO-NEBC
banking account, sign the checks,
and are even prouder because we
were invited to make this an annu-
al event!

Our 2nd Annual BSO Backgam-
mon Benefit is being sponsored by
Black & White Scotch with Lewis
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Deyong as tournament director.
This is an invitational event and
limited to NEBC members or spec-
ial invitees. Black & White Scotch
is also guaranteeing a minimum do-
nation of $7,500 to BSO.

NEBC has no salaried officers,
all work is volunteered except for
our paid tournament director, Bill
Morrill (who does a superb job),
Cecile Yew, scorekeeper and Pat
Silva, office staff.

Francesca and Bobby Parkinson
started the Cape Cod Backgammon
Club five years ago. This is now
ably handled by presidents Jacqui

and Bernie Flynn. NEBC also has
vice-presidents Henry Nickerson

and Kermit Kimball; treasurer
Frances T. Vallone; secretary Jac-
qui Flynn and a very supportive
tournament commitee and board
of overseers. Countless hours are
dedicated to presenting backgam-
mon in the very best way possible.

Our proudest achievement is the
calibre of member! Good play is
the prime thought and goal, ladies
and gentlemen participating in a
courteous manner and in the very
best sporting way!

Every club must be aware of
the single bad apple and remove it
from the barrel. Backgammon has
to be above the careless move (al-
ways in the player’s favor), the
bad check (always a deposit not
recorded), and the player who is
only interested in winning (no mat-
ter how!). Every club must stress:

What’s important is how you play!

We feel that NEBC has attained
its fine reputation because we al-
ways thought first — “What's best
for the game and our members?’’

We know that we may sound
“corny”’, that we are far from the
glamour of Las Vegas, but, the fu-
ture of Backgammon is in the far
corners of every state, played in
homes and clubs, and must not be
frightened away by unscrupulous
promoters. We suggest that clubs
screen new “‘promoters’ before
recognizing them. We suggest that
conduct committees inform repu-
table clubs of members that are
deleted — regardless of reason. .

WELCOME
NEW
MEMBERS

Patrick Amico
David Anderson
Gary Berland
Jo Berland
Bill Bowen
Chris Campbell
Brigitte Capitali
Kenneth Cothren
Powell Crichton (Lifetime)
Frank DeLapo
Peter Denger
Karen Falzarano
Don Galante
Allan Gindes
Ira H. Hecht
Ron James
David Lean
Frank Lyles
Sibyl Maius
bil Mannina
Mehran Mazdyasni
Jack McKenzie
Paulette Murray
Mitch Norman
Bill O’'Mahoney
Herb Pfeffer
Ray Solozor
Jim Stern
Kathy Strong
Doug Thayer
Suzanne Thayer
Bill Toberman
Tony Virginia
Douglas Wilcox

=~ b N
'DOUBLES TOURNAMENT|

Every other THURSDAY will
be Doubles Night 2 on 2. Get a
partner and come down and
play. Excellent opportunity to
learn. Entry Fee $30 per couple
(limited to 16 teams). For addit-
ional info call 361-3910. Mike
Van Dusen, Director.
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Merit European Backgammon
Championship
Director

My backgammon involvement
started in 1975. After an unsuc-
cessful and brief association with
Princess Mary Obolensky, I was
approached by Lewis Deyong and
asked to assist with the running of
the Philip Morris International
European Backgammon Champion-
ship in Monte Carloin July of 1976.
Following that event,Philip Morris
asked me to sign an agreement with
them as a consultant for the game
of backgammon. This is a position
that I still hold and during this per-
iod of time I have tried and succeed-
ed in instigating new tournaments
and this year the Merit European
Backgammon Championship.

I have a contract with Charles
Stewart & Co. (Kirkcaldy) Ltd.,
a promotional subsidiary of Philip
Morris, which calls for me to direct
the Merit Championship. This
championship is entirely my re-
sponsibility and is run and operat-
ed along the guidelines discussed
and agreed between Charles Stew-
art & Co., its representatives and
myself.

With the inevitable BACK-BIT-
ING and GOSSIP as to who owns
or started this, that,and the other
in backgammon, I am happy to
put the following on record: Of
the five events which make up the
MEBC only one venue was a back-
gammon tournament held prior to
1977. This was the Palace Hotel,
St. Moritz, a tournament originat-
ed by the late Dr. Walter Krader.

Some 10 months before his un-
timely death, he had asked me to
take over the running of this tour-
nament to enable him to spend
more time on other business. At
every other venue I have arranged
tournaments for the first time and
for next year, plans are already
well advanced for more interesting
and new venues.

Whilst gambling and Las Vegas
are synonymous, | have tried where
possible to stay away from casinos
and hold tournaments in holiday
resorts which offer participants the
chance of backgammon without
the temptation to blow their brains
in the casinos. Inevitably, many
people welcome this and almost
without exception, they thorough-
ly enjoy the tournaments.

Thanks to having a sponsor for
the tournaments directed by me in
Europe,I am able to stick to my
golden rule, i.e., no deductions, re-
turn 100% of what is put in by
players. Not only that, $10,000 is
added by the sponsors of the ME-
BC. Not for me, obligatory third-
rate dinners or, for that matter,
surcharges for not staying in the
tournament hotel, but for players.
Judging by the numbers that par-

ROBERT PERRY

ticipate in tournaments run along
these lines, it pays dividends.

A great friend and fellow organ-
izer, Roland JaKober from Geneva,
follows the same principles and his
tournaments always reflect this in
their attendance. Each year in Eu-
rope, attendance has been increas-
ing by approximately 25%, which
means the formula must be correct.

I personally play very little
backgammon, although I love the
game. I play in perhaps one or two
tournaments per year and have yet
to experience THE LUCK so often
talked about to enable me to take
the winner’s spoils. More satisfy-
ing for me is to run a successful
tournament for others and, if that
is the case, I consider it a success
for myself.

-84
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SETTLEMENT FAGTORS

Figure 1 by Mel Leifer
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NUMBER OF WINNING SHOTS (H)

This is a preliminary draft of a
study concerning settlements and
their relation to doubling decisions.
My report shows one derivation of
the “3-to-1 underdog” rule for
“takes’” and discusses how these
odds are changed for the situations
where either player may win or lose
a gammon or backgammon.

The graph entitled “Figure 1.
Settlement Factors” summarizes
all the results of my study. To ill-
ustrate its use: assume, for exam-
ple, that a backgammon game
comes down to an end game Pposi-
tionwhere the outcome (win or lose)
will be determined by the next roll
of the dice.

Let’s assume you have a double
shot (20 winning rolls). If neither
player is likely to be gammoned,
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the exact fair settlement is found
on the dotted diagonal line running
between L=1 and W=1 at the point
above the horizontal numbered line
where H=20. Reading across we
see the settlement factor is about
+1. Now multiply .1 times the val-
ue of the cube (c¢) to obtain the
fair settlement you should collect.
.7 x 4 or, rounding off, 3 points as
a fair settlement.

The wider lines on Fig. 1 repre-
sent the boundaries for takes and
doubles. It is correct strategy to
fold when doubled if the settle-
ment factor for your position is be-
low the lower wider line (at -.5).
Double, if your settlement factor
is above the horizontal numbered
line in simple one roll end game
positions, where surrendering the

cube will not significantly reduce
your winning percentage. If you
have a chance to win a gammon or
backgammon and the settlement
factor for your position is found
above the upper thick line (at 1.0)
your position is too good to double.
Play on for the extra points if you
are sure your opponent will refuse
to accept a double.

The doubling decision guidelines
derived from simple one roll end
game positions may be extended
to more long range positions earlier
in the game. But extreme care must
be exercised in such projections
when possession of the cube is crit-
ical to the outcome of the game
and in those exceptional cases,
where the generalized odds guide-

lines cannot be applied exactly. 2
"




LAS VEGANS

You've often heard the name
and wondered who she is. Well
wonder no more. The lady above
is the glamorous and talented
Suzy Creamcheese: fashion de-
signer extraordinaire, Nevada
woman's backgammon cham-
pion, and striking model for her
own designs

Suzy, from Hollywood origi-
nally, had designing in her blood
as a girl, making improvements
on her dolls’ clothing.

Later she designed costumes
for the original Whiskey-A-Go-
Go and takes credit for the first
paper dress and the first electric
dress. She made soda cracker
earrings for Gypsy Rose Lee,

with whom sne hosted a ralk
show in San Francisco. Her store
is now lucated in the Mini-Mall.
Suzy and her designs have
appeared on Johnny Carson and
Merv Griffin and she has been
nominated for Coty awards and
the American Design award.
Eleanor Lambert Benson of
Women's Wear Daily named her
one of America's top ten de-
signers. And her garments have
been worn by Elvis, Shirley
Maclaine, Cher, Phyllis George,
Ann-Margret, and Lola Falana
How did she get the name?
Off a package of Philadelphia
cream cheese. Sounds better than
cheddar . . . and is tastier

-84

Steps’’

OPEN FROM 6:30 PM — 7 DAYS A WEEK

robust fare.

. the ""Spanish
. a hint of the Pampas, a touch of Spain, a His-
panic adventure into the realm of culinary experience.
A crackling rotisserie spins, permeating the air with the
aroma of crisping lamb and tender suckling pig. Tradi-
tional dishes from Valencia and Madrid . .
steaks . .

7% CA€SARS PALACE

731-7491

A FINE STEAK HOUSE and A TOUCH OF SPAIN

The newest gourmet dining room . .

. gaucho-sized
. plus delicious Sangria to add zest to the
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DR CUIC

by David Eig

PROBLEM No. 1
X to play 1-1

Your first instinct will probably
be to move both checkers from
X24 to X23 for the first 2. (I know
mine was.) A closer inspection re-
veals that to win this game, X must
have his barpoint. Three of his 1’s
can be used to make the barpoint,
and the 1 from 6-5 . By creating a
5-point prime, 0 may have to break
his prime, if he doesn’t roll a 6.
There is in fact, an advantage to
being on the 24 point over the 23
point and that is,whenever 0 rolls
a 5 withouta 6, he will be forc-
ed to break hisbar and leave a shot,
unless the S’sare  paired. Splitting
the back men from 24 to 23 is
also a possibility, but too danger-
ous with the cube in the middle.

PROBLEM No. 2
X to play 5-1
“Look ahead” is the key to this
problem. Although X can play safe
by moving X5-X4 and X6-X1, this
is incorrect. By playing safe, X
strips himself of builders on the
5 and 6 points. All of his builders
will be stacked on the 7 and 8
points, which would be wrong be-
cause those are the points X wants
- to clear first. If X plays safe, all
5’s and 6’s will be sucked up to
the 1 point and some of the 5’s
will leave a shot, and break the
6 point as well. The correct play is
X7 all the way to X1, and leave a
shot at the 4 point NOW, while 0
still hasn’t developed a board!

PROBLEM No. 3
Should X Double?

Good question! X is astrong fav-
orite here,regardless of 0’s 6 points.
X has the timing and should he
make a prime of his own (and he

is a huge favorite to do so),
then X should win easily, with-
out O either escaping one checker
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or making an advanced point up
to the prime X has constructed.

DOUBLE 4’s play somewhat
dangerously, 5’s awkwardly, and
6’s will put 0 in a position to re-
double. 0 will need a
2 after X makes the 4 point,and in
some cases a 1. After that it will be
touch and go. Without the 2 or 1,
0’s chances become somewhat pro-

hibitive, as all the other numbers
will break the bar, therefore —
DOUBLE!

PROBLEM No. 4
0 Doubles, should X accept?

X is in a 2-3 backgame and has a
spare checker on the 3 point ready
to escape with any 6, another free
checker on the 13 point and seems
to be well timed. The way to assess
your position in a backgame is by
seeing if your timing is good, so
you won’t have to crash your board
when you get a shot. In this posi-
tion,TAKE without a shadow of a
doubt.

PROBLEM No. 5
0 Doubles, should X accept?

Although problems No. 4 and No.
5 appear similar, they are different
in two very big ways. The first is
that the spare checker is on the 1
point and will have much difficul-
ty in freeing itself before X crash-
es his board. The major difference
however,is in the fact that X has a
1-2 backgame and not a 2-3. The
1-2 is an excellent backgame when
it is timed well and that’s the
catch, it is very rarely timed well.
The reason the 1-2 doesn’t seem
to hold its timing is because it
keeps its opponent from playing
his big numbers and consequently
his prime holds, while the 1-2 goes
sour. The 2-3 however is a SELF-
TIMED backgame that forces its
opponent to play his big numbers
which all get sucked to the ace
point like a vacuum. This 1-2 is
poorly timed, and thus the reason
why X should DROP this cube.

DAVID EIG is available for lessons
— if interested, contact LVBC
office 361-3910.



1
:

Bt —
(-~ &
.\ .
et
-

o l S m

-

FUN FACTS

The Romans played a form of
backgammon called LUDUS DUO-
DECIM SCRIPTORUM - the 12

line game.

The word “backgammon’ prob-
ably came from the Welsh words
“back™ (little) and ‘“‘cammum”
(battle).

Others claim the word is form-
ed from two Saxon words “‘baec’’
(back) and *‘gamen’’ (game).

The French call backgammon
Tric Trac,an alliteration.

An old writer paused to reflect
that backgammon “has even been
a game for the higher classes and
has never been vulgarized or de-
filed by uneducated people.”

WHO WON?

Here we go again, harping
on the importance of a sched-
uled Awards Ceremony after
a tournament. It is a small in-
vestment in time and money,
in relation to its importance.

The Pacifica Hotel Tourna-
ment (LA) ended with a whim-
per, not a bang! No one knew
or cared who won. However,
we did hear that the unlikely
team of Michael Maxakuli and
Morris Fox won the doubles.

U.S. Open Tournaments are
noted for ending in ANTI-CLI-
MAX! But, someone managed
to smuggle out the names of
the winners. Our agent report-
ed: 1st Place—Jeff Mervis, 2nd
Place—Craig Chellstorp, Dou-
bles—Dave Ashley/Sam Wilson.
Of course, our agent then swal-
lowed the evidence!

The Thursday night bowling
league gets more publicity for
its champions and they only
play for beers!

Have
dinner
with Lil.

Diamond Lil’s

The ultimate in dining pleasure.
SAM’

Hotel and Gambling Hall
Boulder Highway and Nellis
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“BEHIND CLOSED DOORS”

LEWD GUBE

Sex and backgammon go hand in hand. If Hugh Hefner plays backgam-
mon there must be something sensuous about the game. We have a terrific
collection of pornography where backgammon boards are used as props.
Our favorite is the “Behind Closed Doors’ series of 60 risque backgam-
mon poses. “‘Behind Closed Doors’” is a $30.00 Marriage Manual with
2,000 photographs by Robin Schwartz published by Materia Medica of
New York.

We've heard that there is someone who is collecting backgammon sex
stories. You know the kind  “I’ll play you a seven point match for $200.
I’ll pay if I win and you trade if you lose!” or “I was blinded by the light
bouncing off her shiny breasts and suddenly there they were — double
sixes!”

This collection contains a feature story which appeared in a New York
scandal sheet. In this article which profiles Paul Magriel, a former lover
(L.G.), claims that not only is he a master of the boards but also of the
beds. She is quoted as saying, ““All we did was play backgammon and have
sex.

But, we have the best sex story of all and it’s true. It goes like this:

Southern California playboy and backgammon enthusiast meets modest
Northern California female backgammon promoter. The setting is the
beautiful Lake Tahoe, during the U.S. Open Backgammon Tournament.
It’s cold outside so they decide to play backgammon at one or the other’s
room. It turns into an all night session highlighted by fine wine, imagina-
tive doubles and occasional beavers. The game is over; the deed is done.

Next day the sun is shining. The playboy is softly whistling to himself
as he watches some friends chouette. Suddenly, the Reno police are every-
where. The playboy is handcuffed and dragged away to jail on rape
charges. Among other things, the outraged lady was married.

We are waiting with bated breath for the sequel. And you thought that

you had heard the ultimate hard-luck backgammon story! ok
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The founder of the Omaha
Backgammon Club, Jay Wallin,
has resigned and headed for
sunny California. But, don’t
worry about the future of
backgammon in Omaha; the
club is stronger than ever —
over 250 members, tourna-
ments every Sunday at Rusty
Scrupper, a state-wide Cancer
Benefit Tournament, and a
new affiliate, the Lincoln Back-
gammon Club.

The spark plug of this activ-
ity and growth is Carolyn Can-
iglia, former treasurer of the
club and a pure backgammon
enthusiast.

When we talked to Carolyn,
she was busy helping organize
the regional tournament that
would include Minnesota, Mis-
souri and lowa,along with Ne-
braska.

The president of the club is
Terry Petersen. We are glad
that he picked up the dropped
baton and is leading the back-
gammon parade in Omaha.
New mailing address for the
club is 11423 Taylor St., Oma-
ha,NB 68164 (402) 330-3333.

\t PAYS TO PLA).

TOP 10
LAS VEGAS PLAYERS
. Craig Chellstorp
. David Eig
. Mike Van Dusen
. Don Hiatt
. Vartan Sarkissian
. Gary Ford
. David Hershleder
. Munchkin
. Dave Ashley
. Ed Green
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Sackgammon

 GOES v COLLEGE

by Sid Jackson

Four hundred colleges and uni-
versities participated in the Ist
Annual ACU-I Intercollegiate
Backgammon Competition. During
February and March, the local final-
ists represented their schools at 15
regional backgammon tournaments
as part of the recreational compe-
tition programs organized by the
Association of College Unions-
International.

Backgammon now becomes the
10th student participation program
provided nationally by the ACU-L
Bernard J. Pitts, a faculty member
at Oregon State University, is the
national ACU-I director for both
the Table Soccer and Backgammon
competition programs.

Mr. Pitts invited the American
Backgammon Players Assn. to es-
tablish and administer an ongoing
collegiate backgammon program.
The Players Association subse-
quently established a collegiate
division, which provided coordina-
tion for all facets of the event.

With the first season concluded
successfully, the information re-
ceived from various colleges indi-
cates that twice as many schools
will participate in next year’s na-
tional competition,

As usual the active backgammon
organizers were indispensable (such
as Carol Cole in Flint, Bill Davis
and Sarge Sergis in Chicago, and

the ubiquitous Nick Maffeo). Vito
Esparo came through like the cav-
alry at the last instance when an-
other game distributor forgot his
enthusiastic commitment to pro-
vide sets for the regionals — one
week before they were to start.
Backgammon International sup-
plied each event and prize sets as
well!

The Chicago National Backgam-
mon League and Pipmasters in
Portland provided their newsletter
readers city-wide information and
reports, They are just examples of
the many clubs who know that
“the more the merrier’”” works —
that is, if you’re a club that works
at it!

It is getting easier to find regular
backgammon columns in the big
city papers. In addition to the pop-
ular bridge and backgammon col-
umns syndicated nationally by Al-
fred Sheinwold, Oswald Jacoby
and Omar Sharif, there are weekly
features by such active local tour-
nament operators as The Buffalo
News’s Jerry Nathan (Festival
Backgammon Club); The Boston
Globe’s Bill Robertie (New Eng-
land Backgammon Club); The Se-
attle Times’s and The Portland
Oregonian’s Ted Barr (Pacific
Northwest Backgammon Assn,)

UNLYV Winner — KIM KELSEY.

ALL PRINTING NEEDS
TYPESETTING

LAYOUT & DESIGN

COPY WRITING & EDITING

RAPHICS

5000 W. Charleston (Graphics West Bidg) 878-9516

I1st Person:

“Which side do you like, X or 0?”
2nd Person:

“You and your propositions, you
always say yours are original. Well,
it just so happens that I've seen this
one before!”

1st. Person:

“Not this one, that’s X’s inner
board!”

QUIPS

By David Eig (Dr. Cube)

Ready answers to brow-beating
remarks, or, neutralization of verb-
al abuse as a winning tool:

Q.YOU TOOK THIS DOUBLE?
A.No, I’'m playing it out because
of masochistic tendencies.

Q.DO YOU WANT TO PLAY IT
ouT?
A.Does a 6-1 make the bar point?

Q.AND THEN HE ROLLED
DOUBLE 4’s FROM THE BAR,
CAN YOU BELIEVE THAT?

A.NO!

Q.HOW COULD I HAVE POSSI-
BLY LOST THIS GAME?

A.Does the word “butcher’ have
any special significance to you?

Q.AT ANY RATE, WHAT ARE
MY CHANCES OF LOSING
THIS GAME?

A.53.7% give or take .1% either
way, of course.

Q.ONLY I CAN FAN ON A 2-pt.
BOARD LIKE THIS!

A.You're right! John, I've never
fanned on a 2-pt. board, have
you, Steve?

Q.WELL HERE'S MY 5 and
THAT’S A 2.

A.Well here’s the cube and that’s a
drop.

Q.1 SEE THE 4 BUT JUST PLAY
ANY GOOD 1.(heh, heh)

A.No good 1’s, your roll.(heh, heh)

Q.BOY, ARE YOU LUCKY!

A.OH?

Q.DON’T YOU EVER DANCE?

A.Not since the two-step went out.

24;3222\@19 18 17 16 15 14 13
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FROM...

HUIME COMPUTERS

VIDEO ENTERTAINMENT /HOME
COMPUTER SYSTEMS...They're
years ahead of the game!

Reg. $329 3289
Now specially Priced
Also large selection of books and mags in stock.

These new Videocade Cassettes will be available from
Bally on a continuing basis: * BLACK JACK

© BASEBALL v
HOME COMPUTERS + e usee
1775 E. TROPICANA NO. 2 + 736-6363 :;ﬂ%&%ﬁMON

LAS VEGAS
TOURNAMENT RESULTS

DATE OPEN CLASS INTERMEDIATE
Jan 23 (Doubles) Loraine Hepburn/Mike Sherman

Jan 28 Mike Sherman Richard Kiskis
Feb 4 Bob Ciaffone Chris Campbell
Feb 6 (Doubles) Michael Maxakuli/Mike Van Dusen

Feb 11 David Hershleder Harry Fritz

Feb 18 Sam Wilson Steve Johnson
Feb 20 (Doubles) Dave Ashley

Feb 25 Chris Campbell Ron Karr

March 4 Munchkin Andrea Slinker
March 6 (Doubles) Michael Maxakuli/Mike Van Dusen

March 11 David Eig Patrick Amico
March 18 Craig Chellstorp Paulette Murray
March 19 Craig Chellstorp Doug Thayer
March 22 (Doubles) Harold Seif/Paullette Murray

March 25 David Hershleder Henry Ehrenhaft
April 1 Craig Chellstorp Alan Margulies
April 5 (Doubles) David Eig/Wayne Drogseth

April 8 Richard Kiskis John Liakos
April 15 David Eig Patrick Amico
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Have you heard that there have
been poker games at the Dunes’
Poker Room where over a million
dollars has changed hands per
session? It’s true.

It is also true that many of their
same poker players amuse them-
selves during slow periods, by play-
ing backgammon for small stakes
—like $100 a point! «##%

The 10th Edition of the World
Series of Poker is coming up April
21 - May 24. The Binion’s Horse-
shoe is of course, the host Casino
and Eric Drake will again be the
director. Eric, a LVBC enthusiast,
always manages to accommodate
an errant backgammon game if a
highroller requests it. w##

Speaking of Eric, it is rumored
that he’s about to take over the
operation of the Silverbird Poker
Room. ##a#

In the “how to win a million”
department, we’ve heard there is a
book recently published that rivals
the excellence of the already legen-
dary Doyle Bronson Poker Book.

Bobby Baldwin’s Winning Poker
Secrets (B & G publishing $9.95)
is the title of the book. It is writ-
ten and co-ordinated by Michael
John Caro. Bobby, you might re-
member, is the youthful looking
poker champion who has dazzled
the poker world with his brilliant
and knowlegeable play. Yea, but
does he play backgammon? #«##




BACKGAMMON TOURNAMENTS

Las Vegas Blvd. South at
Spring Mountain Road

“ON THE FABULOUS STRIP”

NO RAKE
TOURNAMENTS

CASH
TROPHIES
CHAMPAGNE

every »
SUNDAY 8:00P.M. :x,

70209 WY,
20, Try ANy,

ONE YEAR

(2

BENEFITS

. Invitations to all Tournaments

. Invitations to all L.V.B.C. Parties

. Discounts on Backgammon equipment

. Free subscription to the Backgammon
Newsletter

. Master Point Rating for each member

. Lifetime Membership Card $100.00

Ld! chas Bacltsammon Clul;

9457 Las Vegas Blvd. So. #58
Las Vegas, Nevada 891193
Name e
Address___
City
State
Phone

Occupation

JOIN NOW by mailing your application plus $15 dues
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Las Vegas, Nevada 89119
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