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A very attractive young brunette in a
bra-less chic outfit sat across the table
from Owen Trayner one Thursday night
at the Players’ Club in Fort Lauderdale, a
backgammon board between them.

Trayner, a tall, likeable 64-year-old
cherub, is recognized as one of the better
backgammon players in the world. The
woman, a beginner.

It was somewhere in the middle of the
contest and Trayner had just rolled his
dice and was moving his pieces around
the board. He took his hand off the
pieces but was still pondering his moves.
His dice were yet resting in his home
court.

The woman apparently thought Trayner
was finished with his turn. She reached
for the leather cup containing her dice
and started to shake.

BHCKGAMMOT

COMES 10 LIt

By Ken Zoretich

Without a change of expression, Trayner
casually, but quickly extended his right

arm and tapped the woman on her right
arm.

She looked up, quite startled. When her
eyes met his eyes, he said solemnly,
“You've got a broken arm, honey.”

Then he broke out in laughter.

The dozen or so other beginners sitting
around the table also started to laugh.
Trayner, in a manner peculiar to his
gregarious nature, had just taught the
woman a lesson she’d probably never
forget. Nor would the others.

“One of the rules of the game say you
can’t even shake your dice until | have
picked up mine from the board,” Trayner
said. “l could still move my pieces dif-
ferently as long as my dice are down.”

i’.
|

I &

Elsewhere in the room, perhaps 60 other
people, men and women of all ages, wer
playing backgammon. They are some of
the estimated three million
now fascinated by the game.

A
American

More and more start playi ing e day
Five years ago, maybe only 200,000
people played the game in the U.S

And who is Owen Trayner, the smil ing
man always surrounded by beg ;
veteran players alike asking endless
number of questions about the rules and
strategy in backgammon?

In Florida, he is the man doin

tor

1524
‘S

backgammon what Fischer and Spaasky
did for chess a few years back. In Fort
Lauderdale, he is the man to go to if you
want to learn the game;
learning.

and have fun
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Photos by Stephanié S

Owen Trayner and his wife, Alyda, at their home battlefield.
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delegated to the _back.ofchéck—er ﬁboards

makes a real comeback after 3,000 years of quiet existence

e
|n an interview in his hnmc'al the Point
of America 1, Trayner ?xnlan.wcd how the
game ariginated, where i1 'S going and why
people are suddenly playing like they
never played before.

L What has happened to backgammon?

Trayner: Well, in '1974,'1hc t_»ig tourna-
ment, the World Championship Tourna-
ment in Las Vegas, drew the largest
crowd of players we've cver had' at any
backgammon tournament. And, in addi-
tion to that, a tournament | recently
returned from, the World Championship
international Tournament, in Monte
Carlo, drew 176 players from all over the
world. So, here's one in Vegas that draws
2 tremendous crowd and one in Monte
Carlo that does the same thing. Now, in
Monte Carlo we had players from South
Africa, Germany, France, England, and of
course from all over the United States.
San Francisco, Chicago, New York, Flori-
da. About 20 players from Florida. That
will give you an indication of the interest.
The press coverage at these things, that
has increased. The London Daily Tele-
gaph sent Anthony Hayden-Guest, a
special reporter, to cover the tournament.
There was a columnist from Los Angeles
b'eguse all the movie stars, all the tele-
vision stars are vitally interested in back-
gammon. Now you see, also, in the
various newspaper columns like Suzy,
"}‘“ the jet set goes here and there for a
big backgammon tournament.

IL: Why the sudden interest?

Trayner:
Interest in

S backga
brig

The American public has an
all types of games, whether it
mmon, gin rummy, chess or
longi:"[“ Just took backgammon a little
L 0 catch on. If you think back, we
Check:rmed a5 young people to play
Checkers' bWell, the reverse side of the
= oard was always the back-

Mon board, Yoy might remember the

poin

ununlf,'“,?"" very few of us, for some
: reason, learned

b"ckgammon, how to play

least 3,000 ?aCKgamen is a game at
G even o C27s old. In my research |

G o000 00 v
through Leba:onm Persia and spread up

Ano: ¢ Syria, Armenia and
King Tl:l'sru'kes'. Greece and Egypt. In
gammon bo'lomb there s 3 gold back-
bdckgammo:rg' The Viking sailors had
You  hearg 0ards on thejr ships. Dice

the slang expression 01:

-

“bones” for dice. The original dice were
made out of a couple of pleces of bone
You have the Roman senators In the
baths, King Arthur and his knights were
all  backgammon players. King Arthur
ruled that only nobility could play back-
gammon. Shakespeare in his writings tells
about “'tables.” In England, the game of
backgammon in those days was called
tables. He refers to it in at least two or
three places. Backgammon had been play-
ed in America all through the years, but
only in a few, fine clubs throughout the
country. Palm Beach was always a hot
bed of backgammon. | founded the first
true backgammon club in the entire
country right here in Fort Lauderdale. |
started teaching every week and have
probably taught at least 6,000 people
how to play backgammon. As this went
along we held tournaments, some of the
jet set, some of the movie stars started to
play, became fascinated, and columnists
like Irv Kupcinet of the Chicago Sun-
Times started to write about it and it

became the game to play. The publicity
kept up, more and more people said,
“"What do | do, | want to learn how to
play,” and it just kept on growing,

IL: Is it faddish?

Trayner: Backgammon is such a marvel
Ous game, once people pick up the game
they are players forever. | can teach
anyone to play backgammon that has the
ability to count to the number six be-
cause that's the highest number on the
dice. This is a game you have to have
instruction in, however. You can’t just
pick up a book and learn how to play
backgammon. You have to have the basic
instruction and play a little bit 1o get
some of experience. Then, if you read a
book on backgammon it will help you.
But, once you learn the game, you're a
player from then on. There’s always the
possibility, because of the luck of the
dice, that a beginning player, if he’s
rolling fabulous dice, can beat Oswald

33511010 S S8
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exam
.. Owen Trayner

A QUICK LOOK AT THE RULES

Backgammon is a game of advance and block. Eac_h player t)as fifteen
men of contrasting colors on a board containing six points in each of
four sections, The object of the game is to move the men around the
board in opposite directions by the roll of the dice. The first player to
get all his men off the board wins the game.
int i vered by two or more men, the opponent may not land
:)fnait‘.)o/'kn:nl:nc:l:r:e onya point is vulnerable and can be knocked off the
board and must start all over again. ox
i enscribed with the numbers 2, 4, 8, 16, 32 and 64 is
:seddogghi?lir?;:: the stakes of the game during play. A player refusing
the double forfeits the game. If acce
the previous stakes, with the power o

ky rolls of the dice are the doqblest If d '
Lo I;‘;Ilce );he player gets to move four sixes instead of just two.

pted, the game continues at double
f the doubler changing hands.

$:%:3.:2°)

ouble-six is rolled, for

11



Jacoby. If he rolls bad numbers_ and
you're rolling good numbers, there is this
ego thing, you have the chance to beat
the world champion player. And it hap-

pens.
|L: How did you get started?

Trayner: | learned the game as a young
man in Chicago. Then, there was a long
period of time | didn't play. In World War
1. 1 was in the Navy and there's a game
we played called Acey-Ducey, which is a
variation of the game of backgammon,
but the essentials are the same. After
World War 11, there was a long period of
time again that | didn't play. I've been in
Fort Lauderdale about 12 years, and
about three years prior to that | started
playing backgammon again. | came to
Fort Lauderdale, but there were no back-
gammon players. | went to a tournament
in Freeport, Grand Bahamas, and as | was
bemoaning my fate to all the players, this
one fella said | should put an ad in the
newspapers. | thought it was a good idea
and | put ads in the Fort Lauderdale
News and the Sun-Sentinel. | thoughtif |
found two, three or four people that I'd
be happy. Well, my telephone rang off
the hook. It ended up | had 175 people at
my home. | called Prince Alexis Obolen-
sky and some other friends in Palm Beach
to come down and bring backgammon
boards. Anybody that accepted my invi-
tation had to sit down that night at the
party and learn how to play. | went out
and got a bunch of silver trophies, had
them engraved and started a tournament.
That was my hook because | wouldn't let
the tournament end that night. They had
to come back a week later and that's how
the Fort Lauderdale Backgammon Club
started. |t's been going on ever since.

IL: How long does it take to understand
the game?

Trayner: | think anyone with an average
1Q can play well in six week’s time. The
ones that are best at it have an excellent
mathematical grasp because it's a game of
numbers. You're rolling dice. You're
moving the men in accordance with the
numbers, and the laws of probability of
dice come into effect. If you have a math
background and know something about
chances and odds and percentages it's

gging to help you and that will make the
difference,

ltfliyvhal percentage is luck and what is
skil]?

Trayner: Barclay Cooke, whom | respect
;’ffy much as a great player in New York,
a figures of 85 percent luck and 15

percent skill. But, that 15 percent is an
edge. That's where strategy comes in.
There are six points in each of the four
sections of the board. We each have 15
men. The object of the game is for you to
advance your men one way around into
your home board. It's just like an army.
This is a game of advance and block.

IL: What's the doubling block?

Trayner: Some smart American who liked
to gamble and get the stakes up invented
the doubling block. The rule is whenever
you think you have an advantage, you
can pick up the block, which is enscribed
with the numbers 2, 4, 8, 16, 32 and 64,
and before you roll the dice, turn it to 2
and say, “Owen, I’'m doubling you from 1
to 2.” We agree before the game what
stakes we're playing for. Let's play for a
Rolls Royce. | have a minute to decide to
accept or decline the double. If | think
your advantage is too great, | say no and
have forfeited the game, owing you one
Rolls. If I accept, the game goes on, but
we're playing for two Rolls. If | get lucky
and roll some good dice, I'll double you
to 4. Then it's 8, 16, etc. You can see
how high the stakes can get. It had never
been used for 3,000 years before this fella
in New York, evidently a good player,

wanted to get the dollars up. It caught or
and has become the fascinating part of
the game. ;

IL: Someone said while the doubling
block is the heart of the game, it is devo ;
of sportsmanship?

Trayner: It is the heart of the game, but |
don’t believe it is devoid of sportsman-
ship because when | double you, vou
have the right of accepting or declining;
an option. Don’t forget, once | double
you the power of the doubling block is in
your hands. I’ve only doubled you from 1
to 2. When you have the power, you're
going to double me from 2 to 4. That'sa
big power.

IL: Then it's a game of ego and mach-
ismo; a test of nerve?

Trayner: That's part of it. There is 2 lot
of psyching your opponent out, saying
things to him, gamesmanship, brinksman-
ship, whatever you want to call it. Some-
times they do try to scare you with the
doubling block when they really don't
have a double to put a little pressure on
you. It's that type of game.

IL: Describe a match you remember very
well.

2 m
“|s she or is she not the living end?



& SaInuw
Al UOM 9A | puy “awn Suiyoiesosyoeg,,
ples pue aw 1e dn sjo0| 9puq ay|
104 SuiAeid alom Aayr sayels Jeym wayl
PAySe pue Wyl 01 Jumy|ey sem | “siajulod
A0S JOJ AW PANSE PUB JIAO AW paj|jed
pue uoowAauoy JidYy uo sem 9|dnod
SunoA SIyl pue nesSeN Ul JUAWRUINO]
© 10 SeM | "AIO1S 9|131| QUO NOA |91 01 108
oA, ‘pIrOQ UOWIWPSNORQ AY] JIAO pallels
2DURWOL B AUBW U3 SeY 3yl ‘puy
‘ajdoad 190w NOA “9jl| 19Inb 2yl jo 1Ino
noA sayel 1| ‘Buiylowos Juiop pue 1no
wayy $198 11 ‘9)doad uap|o ayy 104 "siaheld
10218 2q 01 Sul08 aue jeyl Aepol owed
ayr dn Suiyey o|doad SunoA Auew os ase
atoy | ‘Aejd 03 ajdwis 0§ uJed| 03 ajdwis
0S S,1] "awn awes ay) 1e ||e 9jdoad Auew
0] 9]qeAO[Ud §,)1 puR 3SI0JaXD [RIUAW ‘Uny
JO SJUAWA Auew OS Sey 1| "d|qeaduryd
0os sa| ‘Buneuppse; os S| 119uARI |

JAUOAu® 0] awes
SIYl puawwosdl noA pinom  Aym |

‘punode guiy) a1nus Ayl a8ueyd pnod
1] "juauoddo JnoA Jo 921p Yyl JO |04 IXdu
Ayl AOUY 1,U0p NOA Op NOA JBYM Jo1IBW
ou ‘uowweSyorq Ul SIYl Jaquiawal 01 103
2A,NOA ‘pUY "SIyl ||B Ul UIOD © 01 SAPIS OM]
5,919y ‘awn Jenonted B 1@ Op 01 1BYM
JO Papl 1UAIRYIP © Sy ApOQAIAT | I50]
aA,NOA ‘JoA0 Sowed ayy ‘awoy 09,, ‘Aes
M Ang Jayioue fAem JeY) 11 dA0W noA
juewepe se 3snl SI MO||3) Jay10 oy ‘Aem
SIY) 31 AOW 01 3Q ||IM Jamsue SMO|[3)
auo pue siAejd 11dx?d Jysie 10 XIS
jjod A3yl uay | "321p ayl JO |04 Jejnoiysed
P yim Aem eyl 10 Aem siyl ‘aAow nNOA
pjnom moy ‘swajqoid ysignd | 31 pue
‘smap uowwedxorg ayl paj|ed Jadedsmau
3[111] ® SI 242y "dAOW B UO 2a43esIp ||IM
siaAe|d do1 sawn Auep "S9A ‘YO 1JouAes |

{ [B1SJ9A0J1UOD SAAOW dY3 IV 1|

"01p
3y} YyI1m PJod 91,N0A UYM Syjuow pue
1P ay] Y1IM 10y 34,N0A UIYM SHIM dABY
noA "ySnoys ‘owed syl ul sajoAd ul unl

noA pue unensnuy si ) ‘ou ‘oN 1JouAel |

;dn
l
awed ay) 9AI8 01 JUBM JaAd NOA pIq |

‘awed
AUl 9ABY| 9W 13] 10U ||IM dys‘praye w,| J|
"UdAO aY1 Ul suung Jauulp ay) ‘aw djay os
pue 9)11eq ® 01 UMOP 11S URD | puR BPA|Y
M A wed siyy e S1811 aur UdWOM
‘pauaddey 11 210j0q SIPAA OM] UWN|OD
Jodedsmau yovag wied Jowioj Aw ul
SiY) paioipasd | pue 29im3 diysuordweyd
PHOM QU1 UOM 9ARY UJWOA, :JouAeRl|

;owes ayy Aejd UaWOM Op ||amM MOH 7|
11 0p

01 9|Qe J2AQU AIIM M 1Byl uam (g dol
25041 OYM 0] S qJeqnys B 4ons awedsaq 3

‘suaddey 31 puy

o

‘19Ae|d uoidweys plom ayl 1edq
0] 2oueyd 2yl aAey noA ‘uiyy 08
siyl s 219yl ‘sraquinu pood 3uijjol
21,N0A pue s1Iaquinu peq s|jo1ay j|,,

pue s1oAe|d oz do1 ay1 1snf 10} YI0A MaAN
ul juawewlnol © uo ind 01 3ul08 soM
aM ‘noA moys o siaAeid 1eau8 0| oWeu
A|qeqoid pjnoo | AeS pjnom | :lauAes|

(91ay1 aue s1aAe|d 1paud Aurw MOH 7|

'S1010241p JUAWERUINOY paljljenb may ayl
JO 3UO OS|P W, ] "UO OS pue ‘[BUOIIBUIdIU|
Qn|Da7 ‘qn|D 1YaeA 3jepJopne Ay ‘qn|d
a8pry (10D ‘Gn|) Aeg wieqd ‘Yorag wied
ul gnyD sepe|31aAg ayl ‘qn|D SidAeld
3yl apnpoul SOy SIBAA 7| ISe| )
1noysnoiyl yoam yoea sajqel Juiuuidaq
QU0 1583| 1B PRY dARY pUP BPLIO[ YINOS Ul
a1ay sqn|d |[e 01 uowwedyoeq pasnposiul
| "A13unod ayj jo ued Jayro Aue ul ajdoad
oAl Jaylo Aue ueyl uowwegyoeq Aeld
01 9|doad asow ysney aAey | ‘puy Sio
-Aejd Suiuuidaq Jo Anunod ayl ul 1ayoeal
12Ul dYl W, | dAdlRq op | Ing 66
1N0OQER J|asAW ayew pinom | ‘001 4o 9Jeas
e uo ‘Aes pjnom | ‘uoAeid e sy :iiauhes|

*19Ae|d © Se J|9SINOA 91y (7|

.:
40 1ued SR "J9AdIRYM 1O 1004 S3IqQel
e ‘sooaid Ayon| Auedo siaAeid jo 10| Y
‘siaquinu Y31 aya |04 djay 03 921p 2yl 01
3|21 01 9|qe 2q 01 dARY NOA Julyl | 1Byl
uo Apms e a3inb pip Al1siaaiun nQg ‘ode
51eaA JO 9]dn0d Y "paUIaIUO0D 2Je 1P A}
Se 4By SB 4S3J Ul 9AdIRG | ‘[IOM 11auAel |

isnon
-nsiadns s1aAeld uowwedyoeq Ay 7|

sguiyl asoyl
JO 2UO SPM 1] "UdIBAQ WIY pRY | 1Yy3noyl |
"‘UMOpIa| B UdYl INQ ‘quawiow 81q \ “as0[d
sem 1By | ‘9g-Lg ‘Qulod auo Aq aw jeaq
pue dn 3daio 9y pue peq juam dIp Aw
Inq 9sdiy syutod Gz 01 108 | JRY) 31043q
sjuiod Gz SsAemie sem 1| ‘syuiod (7 104
ploy sem diysuoidweys piom e awi sy
oyl SPM 1| "UYsjeW Yl Ul Wiy jOo peaye
AeM W,| pue ‘Jaudp.ies)y uuAT ‘uopuoT
Wolj UBW P UIIM  S[RUI} Ayl Ul SeM
| “diysuordwieyd) [euoneUIdIU] PHOM Y3
10 ‘|e8n1104 (110153 q 03 Sey 1| 1JauAed|



Fort Lauderdale News,

Owen R.

Backgammon

Trayner, the man who
anyone else to promote
Broward County,

Owen R
did more than
backgammon In
died suddenly on Wednesday from a

heart rupture. He was 67

“He played right up until his
death.” a friend of the family said
yesterday. ‘‘Just Monday night, he
staged a tournament at Le Club In-

ternational.”’

Mr. Trayner, 2100 S. Ocean Lane,
Fort Lauderdale, brought his love for
backgammon with him when he
moved to Fort Lauderdale in 1961,
after retiring as vice president of the
Maywood Park Harness Track in
Maywood, IlI.

Dismayed with the game’s
ibsence in his new home, Mr.
‘raynec once placed an advertise-
1ent in the newspaper inviting any-
ne interested to a backgammon pa’r-

at his home. Some 125 persons
ccepted and shortly thereafter he
'rmed the Fort Lauderdale
ackgammon Club

When CB radios became popular
9 ’Tm} ner took his nickname, "f\‘lr,.
iIcCkgammon of Fort Lauderdale,”
d used it as his handle :
Trayner once identified Play boy
‘;"l."L‘ chief “'J};‘ Hefner as J:.." rf
favorite competitors. “The most
thing,” Mr. Trayner com.-

ficuls
HCUIL

Friday, Feb. 1

Trayner,

op1978 =

Promoter

is when he had the reaj

mented, e
Miss January and the real Miss Feb
ruary sitting across the table. It

hard for an old codger like me
keep my mind on the game.

Mr. Trayner, after retiring in Chi
cago, found a second and very active
business life here. He served as pub
lic relations officer for the Pompano
Harness Track for some four years.

He also served as a partner in
Trayner Murray Inc., 1002 E. Las
Olas Blvd., an interior decorating
service. A few years ago, Mr.
Trayner finally decided to retire
from all but backgammon and sold
his interests. His name remains on
the shop window.

Mr. Trayner belonged to a long list
of clubs, including the Racquet Club
in his native Chicago, the Adven-
turers Club of Chicago and the Coral
Ridge Country Club.

RS

He is survived by his widow,
Alyda, and two stepsons, Keith and
Peter Mortlock.

A 100a.m. mass will be held at the
St. Sebastian Catholic Church in Har-
bor Beach. The body will be trans-§
ported to Evanston, IlI. for burial. :

i P

g Friends may call at the Fairchild
Funeral Home, 299 N. Federal Hw\"
from 7 to 9 p.m. night. ]

[\" wen

TRAYNER

Owen R. Trayner J >
A ayner Jr., 67, of 2100 Soutt *
Lanhe, Fort Lauderd: assed away ,:‘(' ? Ocean
at the Broward Gener YN rednesde
ke \ General Medical Center
ent here 1S years fron y
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